
Shotley Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, August 29th, 2024, at 7:15 pm, at the Shotley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), T Ingram (Vice-Chair), B Powell, L Ingram, J Richardson, C Smith, P Hillier, and the Parish Clerk. 

County and District Councils: Cllr S Harley’s apologies were noted.

Public gallery:  Fifteen members of the public.
	SPC/24/100: To receive and approve apologies for absence: Apologies were received (and approved) from Cllrs S Rollin and R Green.



	SPC/24/101: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak): Several members of members of the public made representation about the planning applications being considered. 
Another member of the public reported that the footpath between East View Terrace and the Primary School was very overgrown, as SCC Highways had not cut it back for a very long time. There was also reference made to the allotments on The Street, namely that the verge was now being cut back by the grass cutting contractor and not the Warden, and that the bollard continued to be down.


	SPC/24/102: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda: There were no declarations of interest. 


	SPC/24/103: Reports from County and District Councillors: Cllr S Harley’s report had been circulated ahead of the meeting.


	SPC/24/104: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 18 July 2024: Deferred to the next meeting.

 

	SPC/24:105: Planning matters:

a) Application: DC/23/04109 - Former HMS Ganges Site - Application under S73a for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission B/12/00500 dated 18/12/2015 under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990- The full and partial demolition of buildings associated with the redevelopment of the site for uses including: dwellings; Class C2 specialist older persons accommodation; Class E uses (flexible use within Class E such as retail, café, office, gym, clinic, indoor recreation); Class C1 (hotel, boarding and guest houses); Class F.1 (museum, library, exhibition halls); Class F.2 (community use); the use of Nelson Hall to include Class E uses (including co-working, café and indoor recreation), Class F.2 (community use) and Class F.1 (museum); together with parking and landscaping to form parks and landscaped gardens together with associated further landscaping and lighting (as amended).- To vary Condition 27 (Approved Plans): Following due consideration, the Parish Council agreed to maintain their position and submit their objection to this planning application. 
Sections of the previous submission were read out and members agreed that they were an accurate representation of their current view, with a focus on the legality of using the S73 process for such a material application and the non-delivery of the spine road.
Developers had previously stated that one of the reasons why the spine road was no longer possible was due to the prohibitive cost imposed by the Marina on the land needed to build it on. However, it had been confirmed by Shotley Marina that this was not the case, and that the delivery of the spine road would not involve any financial transaction between the two parties. There were financial dealings ongoing, but these pertained to the pumping station, not the spine road. As far as the Shotley Marina was concerned, permissions had been given, and the matter had been formalised in their previous S106 Agreement.

There was some discussion over a recent site visit by the BDC Planning Department, for which the Parish Council should have been invited. An invitation did not appear to have been received, but as the Parish Council’s mailbox had experienced some technical difficulties around that time, the matter was being investigated. Nevertheless, Cllr T Ingram reported that he had been on site at the time of the site visit and could have been approached by the District Councillor, who was in attendance and aware of his presence.
b) To consider the Parish Council position and representation at the BDC Planning Committee meeting planned for September 2024 to consider application DC/23/04109: It was agreed that the Parish Council would make representation in person and would publish details of the meeting once these became available, as a considerable number of members of the public also wished to attend. It was noted that this meeting may not take place until October.
c) Application: DC/24/03510 - Maryland, Bristol Hill - Application under S73 for the Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of DC/23/05732 dated 04/03/2024 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) - Conversion of domestic outbuilding to create 1No new dwelling and extension to existing dwelling. To vary Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents). To introduce Phasing Plan (extension to the existing house) Phase 1 and (Barn Conversion) Phase 2 as per revised details: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
d) Application: DC/24/03273 - Rose Farm Cottages, Rose Farm Lane - Full Planning Application - Refurbishment of coastal defences, including removal of concrete barge, removal of jetties, construction of slipway, pontoon and landscaping: Cllr R Wrinch allowed the applicant to explain the details of the application. The applicant had consulted with all the relevant organisations, such as the MMO, the RSPB and Natural England explained the works that were planned for the public footpath, which had previously been a concern. Following due consideration, members were satisfied that the application would bring significant improvements to the site and would avoid further erosion. A recommendation for approval was agreed.
e)   Decision: DC/24/02651 49 Kitchener Way - Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/00136 – 
       Condition 3 (Biodiversity/Ecological Enhancement Measures) – Discharged.

f)    Decision: DC/24/03476 Church Green Cottage, Church Walk - Discharge of Conditions Application for 
       DC/23/04058 - Condition 3 (Materials)- Discharged.
g) Decision: DC/24/03275 Avondale, Estuary Crescent - Application for a Non-Material Amendment relating to DC/24/01346 - Removal of 2 No. Windows, single ply roofs to have standing seam detail, carport roof to be solid roof supported by posts adjacent to garden wall – Granted.


	SPC/24/106: To consider the Parish Council’s recommendation to the Village Hall Management Committee following the loss of the mobile Chip Van: There was considerable debate on this matter: Some members were in support of other local food outlets who felt affected by the additional competition, particularly as their overhead costs were much higher and they paid local taxes and rates; whilst other members supported parishioner’s rights to choose who they gave their custom to, particularly as it appeared to be a more affordable option to some. 

Members were informed that some twenty years ago the landlord of the Rose Public House had encouraged the Chip Van to come to the Shotley Village Hall car park and had offered their own if the Village Hall Management Committee had refused.   The facility was very well used, and Councillors felt that although they supported local businesses, they should not be seen to interfere with the decisions of the village Hall Management Committee or dictate to parishioners where they could get their takeaway food from.
Some questions were raised about permits and licences, and whether these had been in place. It was agreed that although the Parish Council could remind the Village Hall Management Committee to observe the necessary legalities, it should not get involved with any decision regarding this matter.



	SPC/24/107: To consider proposals for the foreshore steps and approve expenditure: Members considered the quotes received and agreed on the preferred provider, subject to the provision of the relevant insurance. It was also agreed that if the preferred provider was unable to provide insurance, the Clerk could approach the second preferred provider so that the matter could be progressed. It was also suggested that a sketch of the proposed steps should be requested ahead of installation.  


	SPC/24/108: To consider supporting a Winter Warmth and Advisory Scheme: Cllr P Hillier and the Clerk had discussed the possibility of organising an advisory type of event that would involve several organisations, such as Age Concern, the Citizen’s Advice Bureau, Suffolk County Council services, etc, to offer advice and support to parishioners. With the ongoing cost of living crisis, and recent cuts to winter fuel payments, there continued to be a need to inform those facing financial challenges of what they may be able to apply for in their time of crisis. 

The project would need an initial investment from the Parish Council, for the hire of the village hall and some refreshments, with Cllr P Hillier leading, assisted by the Clerk. Members agreed with the proposal.


	SPC/24/109: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on the agenda/requests for next agenda (No decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for consideration): Cllr J Richardson expressed concern about the state of the shed at the end of Shotley Pier, a mater that had been reported to the Pier Group previously but was yet to be addressed. A member of the group, speaking from the public gallery, explained the reasons for the delay and confirmed that it was in hand.
Cllr R Wrinch stated that the large dead trees on the entrance to Shotley continued to be a concern. The Parish Council had commissioned a tree surgeon to identify the dead or diseased trees and had asked SCC Highways to cut them back. Although some of them had, a few remained. Clerk to follow up with SCC.

Cllr R Wrinch also told members to expect a notification about a consultation for the creation of an intertidal habitat on Shotley Marshes. The event was due to take place on September 25th between 2:00pm and 6:00pm.

With no further maters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9:05pm.

Signed:______________  Date:____________________



	SPC/24/110: Date of next meeting:  19 September 2024
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