
Shotley Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, November 28th, 2024, at 7:15 pm, at the Shotley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), T Ingram (Vice-Chair), B Powell, L Ingram, R Green, C Smith, P Hillier, S Rollin, and the Parish Clerk. 

County and District Councils: Apologies received from Cllr S Harley.

Public gallery:  Nine members of the public.

	

	SPC/24/143: To receive and approve apologies for absence: Apologies were received (and approved) from Cllr J Richardson.



	SPC/24/144: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak:) A member of the public enquired about the number of tippers recently seen on Bristol Hill. These appeared to be part of the Marina development.

Another member of the public made representation on behalf of the Shotley First Responders and the funding application being considered later in the meeting.

There was an enquiry about permissions to metal detect on parish council owned land. This matter had been considered before and the Parish Council had historically agreed not to give permission for such activities.

Some concern was raised at the time it was taking Babergh DC Planning Committee to consider the latest Barrelmans Point planning application, which had been ongoing for a year. The Committee had cancelled most of its meetings in the past twelve months, and there appeared to be no valid reason why planning matters continued being delayed.



	SPC/24/145: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda: Cllrs T Ingram and L Ingram declared a non-pecuniary interest on item 150a) and pecuniary on item 156; Cllr R Green declared a non-pecuniary interest on agenda item 150a).

  

	SPC/24/146: Report from County Councillor: Cllr S Harley’s report had been circulated ahead of the meeting. The Clerk added that Cllr S Harley may have added the recent update about devolution in the area had he been in attendance. 



	SPC/24/147: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 19 September, and 17 October 2024: It was resolved to approve the minutes as true records of the meetings held.



	SPC/24/148: Planning matters

a) Decision: DC/24/04539 5 Childers Close - Proposal & Location of Development: Application for works to Trees subject to Tree Preservation Order (BT264/A1: Granted: Noted.

Notification: Indicative date for Babergh DC Planning Committee to consider application DC/23/04109 - Former HMS Ganges Site – 11th December 2024 (details to follow): Following some debate regarding the prolonged time Babergh District Council (BDC) was taking to determine this planning application, members expressed concerns about the importance of the proposal to the community and the lack of response to recent correspondence seeking updates on the matter.

Members unanimously agreed to begin the process of requesting the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing, and Communities to "call in" the application for determination due to the non-determination by BDC and the wider implications of the development.

It was also resolved that the Clerk would draft and submit a formal letter to the Secretary of State outlining the Parish Council's concerns and requesting the application be called in for consideration. The Clerk was also tasked with ascertaining if there would be any cost implication to this process, which would require further consideration at a meeting.



	SPC/24/149:  Finance and administration:

a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts, bank balances, and reconciliations: It was resolved to approve the accounts submitted. Balances and reconciliations were also noted.
Payments:

November

Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities (NJC increase and backdated adjustment noted)

£3,954.32

Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract

£390.00

Website Editor

£120.00

Village Warden contract

£635.75

S A Meacock- Grass cutting

£591.25

Wave-Public Conveniences water supply

£174.07

CAS-Website domain

£120.00

ICO-Renewal

£40.00

N Power-Public conveniences energy supply
£55.88
Total:

£5,961.27
Receipts:

Babergh DC CIL income

£25.05

Bank interest

£200.93

Precept (2nd half)

£33,775.00

Total:

34,000.98

Balances to 30.10.2024:
Current account

£153.027.21

Deposit account

£53,460.36

Tracker account

£468.60

Total:
£206,956.17

b) To receive and note the “Council Action List” and receive updates on ongoing matters: An update on the Action List was provided by the Clerk. This included the need to increase the budget for the purchase of a new noticeboard for the village hall as the agreed supplier had failed to deliver within the agreed timescales.

c) To note the meeting dates for 2025: The proposed meeting dates had been circulated and were agreed by all.

d) To consider a donation to the Shotley Community First Responders: It was resolved to provide a donation of £250, with a provision that the group could approach the Parish Council for additional funding as and when necessary.

e) To consider a donation towards the purchase of a picnic bench and a flag for the Shotley Village Hall: It was resolved to provide a donation of £500 towards the picnic table and the flag.

f) Financial Statements and budget preparation for 2025/2026: The Clerk provided a detailed report on current position and the provisional tax base rates for 2025/2026, as provided by Babergh District Council, and asked committee/working group members to communicate any needs for the next financial year ahead of the budget setting meeting.



	SPC/24/150: Committees, Working Groups and Representatives - To receive reports, consider recommendations and agree on actions:

a) Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC: A member of the Group provided an update, which included a recent visit by the local MP. The next sections on the group’s agenda were the one near the RSPB reserve and the picnic area, weather and funds permitting. The Group would also need the Parish Council’s financial support with the purchase of additional gabions in the next financial year. Members agreed to consider this addition to the budget.

b) Greens and Open Spaces: Cllr P Hillier provided an update on the Community Orchard.

c) Play Areas: The Clerk provided an update on the play areas project. Two quotes/designs had been received and circulated to the Working Group, but one remained outstanding.

d) Foreshore steps: Works were still outstanding due to weather conditions, but it was hoped they would be completed very soon.

e) Wellbeing Event - Event due to take place December 6th, 2024, 3:30pm to 6:30pm: The Clerk provided an update on the final arrangements for the event.



	SPC/24/151: To note any additional correspondence received and agree response: The Clerk alerted members to the recent circulation of supplementary planning documentation from Babergh District Council.



	SPC/24/152: To consider and approve correspondence agreed at the meeting held on 19th September (agenda item 117): Deferred.


	SPC/24/153: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on the agenda/requests for next agenda (No decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for consideration): Cllr C Smith reported on the three recent incidents involving road traffic collisions with deer and requested that the Parish Council applied to Suffolk Highways for signage to alert of their presence on the peninsula. This was supported by members. Clerk to action.

Cllr B Powell raised concern that maters pertaining to the Shotley Pier raised in previous meetings did not appear to have been resolved. Cllr R Wrinch reminded Cllr B Powell that the Parish Council did not have the power to enforce actions on any local group, and that the Group should be allowed to deal with such issues once they had capacity to do so. 

The Pier Group was praised for the recent addition of new gates.



	SPC/24/154: Date of next meeting:  5 December 2024



	SPC/24/155: To consider the temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed: It was resolved to exclude the press and public.



	SPC/24/156: To agree on action to take on legal advice received: Cllrs T Ingram and L Ingram declared a pecuniary interest and left the meeting.

The matter was discussed by the remaining Councillors in some detail with and a resolution agreed by all.




With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9:30pm
Signed:________________________ Date:__________________________
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