
Shotley Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, March 21st 2024, at 7:15 pm, at the Shotley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), T Ingram (Vice-chair), L Ingram, C Smith, B Powell, R Green, S Rollin, P Hillier, J Richardson, and the Parish Clerk. 

County and District Councils: Apologies received and noted from Cllr S Harley.

Public gallery:  Seven members of the public.
	SPC/24/26: To receive and approve apologies for absence: There were no apologies.


	SPC/24/27: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak): The Chairman gave those present a brief overview of how the planning applications being considered at the meeting would be handled and what was expected of members and the public. 
A member of the public wished to thank the Parish Council for their efforts in having the bus stop on The Street reinstated.

Another member of the public expressed some concern about the inconsistency of some of the supporting documentation available on the Babergh planning portal with respect to two current planning applications.

The Chairman stated that further information had been sought by the Clerk from the Planning Department and that this had been received.

A member of the public made several comments about two of the planning applications being considered during the meeting. These included the reference to the spine road between Barrelman’s Point and the Marina, an existing S106 agreement, inconsistencies between various plans available on the portal, and proposed arrangements.

 

	SPC/24/28: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda: Cllrs R Green, T Ingram and L Ingram declared a non-pecuniary interest on matters pertaining to agenda item 37 a). Cllr R Wrinch declared a pecuniary interest on agenda item 17a). Cllr P Hillier declared a non-pecuniary interest on agenda item 37b); Cllr J Richardson declared a pecuniary interest on item 31a).

 

	SPC/24/29: Reports 

a) County Councillor’s report: County Cllr S Harley’s report had been received.
b) District Councillor’s report: A District Cllr report had not been received.


	SPC/24/30: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 15th of February 2024: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held. 



	SPC/24:31: Planning matters:

a) Application: DC/24/01113 Shotley Marina, King Edward VII Drive - Application for a non-material amendment relating to B/1500641 and subsequent amendment DC/23/02878 – Relocating 10 units of the approved 131 units to a different area of the application site and extending the area of open space: Cllr J Richardson left the meeting due to a declaration of pecuniary interest. A statement was read out to the meeting explaining the information that had been received from the Planning Authority about the differences between the previous and current applications. Members debated the application and resolved to recommend its refusal, for similar reasons as the previous considerations. Cllr J Ricardson returned to the meeting.
b) Application: DC/23/04109 Former HMS Ganges Site, Shotley Gate - Application under S73a for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission B/12/00500 dated 18/12/2015 under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.- To vary Condition 27 (Approved Plans): Following some discussion, members agreed that their position remained the same, for the same reasons as listed on the previous recommendations for refusal, and maintained their position, i.e. to recommend the refusal of this planning application.
c) Application: DC/24/00862 - Former HMS Ganges Site, Shotley Gate - Application for Listed Building Consent - Renovation and conversion of former swimming pool building for use as gym, indoor recreation and Class E accommodation: Members did not wish to comment on this application.
d) Appeal - AP/23/00099 - The Queens Head, Queens Road, Erwarton - Change of Use from Public House (Sui Generis) to Residential (C3): Members of the Parish Council reiterated their support for the retention of the Queen’s Head as a Public House. The Parish Council’s formal response to the appeal process would be sent by the Planning Authority as a matter of course.
e) Decision: DC/24/00136 49 Kitchener Way - Erection of two-storey side/part single-storey rear extension: Granted: Noted.
f) Decision: DC/23/05732 Maryland, Bristol Hill - Residential conversion of domestic outbuilding to create 1no new dwelling and extension to existing dwelling – Granted: Noted.


	SPC/24/32:  Finance and administration:

a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts, bank balances, and reconciliations: The accounts for payments, receipts and balances/reconciliations had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment and the bank balances /reconciliations were noted.
Payments:

March

Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities

£2,408.95
HMRC replacement cheque
670.11
Clerk’s expenses 

£440.98
Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract

£403.00

SCC Street Lights
2,382.52
Website Editor (Jan, Feb, March)

360.00

Our Only World- Water fountain (fully funded)

2,300.00

McCaffery- Foreshore gabions

2,441.86

N Power-WC energy

£104.00

High Cutz- Tree maintenance Lloyd Road p/area
£400.00

Suffolk Libraries- Shotley mobile library funding
2,000.00
Total:
£13,137.31
Receipts:

Allotments (banked by 31.03.23 but cleared 02.04.2024)

£120.00

Balances to 31.03.2024:

Current account

£135,259.28

Deposit account

£53,062.74

Tracker account

£465.11

Total:
£188,787.13
b) To approve the appointment of the Responsible Financial Officer - Section 151 of the Local Government Act 1974 (Statutory Requirement): The continued appointment of Mrs D Bedwell as the Responsible Financial Officer was noted.
c) To approve the appointment of the Internal Auditor (SALC) Suffolk Association of Local Councils (Statutory Requirement): The appointment of the Internal Auditor was noted.
d) To receive and note the “Council Action List”: Deferred to the next meeting.

e) To approve an application to place a bench on the foreshore: The details of the application had been circulated to members and the application was approved.


	SPC/24/33: To approve the Parish Council’s policies (following annual review): It was resolved to approve the Council’s policies listed.
a) LGA Code of Conduct

b) Reserves Policy

c) Standing Orders

d) Financial Regulations

e) Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy

f) Community Engagement Policy

g) Complaints Policy

h) Electronic Communications Policy

i) Equality and Diversity Policy

j) Financial Risk Assessment

k) FOI Model Publication Scheme

l) Health and Safety Policy

m) Pre-Planning Application – Meeting with Developers Policy

n) General Risk Assessment

o) Statement of Internal Controls

p) Funding Policy and forms


	SPC/24/34: “The Street” bus stop – Update: The Clerk had circulated an update to members ahead of the meeting, informing them that Suffolk County Council had agreed to have the bus stop reinstated with immediate effect.


	SPC/24/35: To consider a funding application from the Shotley Village Hall: Members considered the additional documents received and approved funding of £2,250 towards the project.


	SPC/24/36: To consider a funding application from the WI for a local event: It was agreed to support the initiative with funding of £250.


	SPC/24/37: Committees, Working Groups and Representatives - To receive reports, consider recommendations and agree on actions:
a) Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC, including to consider funding for additional materials for repairs: A report was received from the Group. Volunteers supporting the ongoing works on the foreshore averaged sixty-two years of age and provided between 120 to 150 volunteer hours a month. High tides continued to damage defences, including the older gabions, and the repair work would take a further eighteen months to complete. The group needed a further £4k-£5K to complete ongoing works and had recently found out that an application for funding for £500 from the District Councillor had been turned down for reasons unknown.  Councillors thanked the Group for all their efforts.
Cllr T Ingram reminded Councillors that a large section of the concrete wall opposite the Bristol Arms had collapsed in recent storms, and this would need to be removed safely. Suffolk County Council had been approached but would not be taking any action. The sea wall was being undermined because of the damage. Cllr R Wrinch agreed to visit the site and ascertain whether he could assist with his machinery. 
b) Greens and Open Spaces: Cllr P Hillier reported the good news that “Bruce and Priscilla,” the two newly planted Scots pines were settled in the Heritage Park and were being protected by some wire mesh.
c) Play Areas: The Clerk provided members with an update on recent meetings held and the details of a parish-wide survey. The contents of the survey were agreed upon by all, with just a couple of amendments to be carried out in due course. The printing costs were also agreed upon as the expenditure had been budgeted for earlier in the year.
d) Shotley Pier: Dialogue continued with members of the Pier Group and support was available if needed.


	SPC/24/38: To note any further correspondence received and agree response needed:
a) BDC Services and Facilities Audit (deadline 28.03.24) – completed by the Clerk: Noted.


	SPC/24/39: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on the agenda/requests for next agenda (No decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for consideration): Cllr R Wrinch had attended the quarterly peninsula Council Chairperson’s meeting. One of the parishes had applied for a speed reduction (from 60mph to 40mph) between Chelmondiston and Woolverstone; All the parishes had reported the bad state of repair of their respective roads and footpaths; Some of the smaller parishes were finding it difficult to find qualified/suitable Clerks or could simply not afford them; The recently advertised footpath works had been cancelled due to the bad weather but were due to re-start later in the year.
Cllr C Smith asked if there had been any progress with the river steps in his absence. Members had been waiting on a quote to repurpose the alternative steps Cllr B Powell had sourced. This matter would be added to the next meeting for further consideration.

Cllr B Powell asked if the fallen tree trunks near the Corner Garage could be cleared away. Cllr R Wrinch explained that arrangements had been made to deal with this matter when the weather became drier.

Cllr P Hillier raised concern about the state of some of the leaning trees adjoining the footpath on Battery Lane. The Clerk had already reported the matter to the Caravan Park owners, and as it was on private land, the Parish Council had no power to act any further.



	SPC/24/40: Date of next meeting:  18 April 2024; Annual Parish Meeting 25 April 2024: Noted.


	SPC/24/41: To consider the temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed: The exclusion was approved and members of the public were asked to leave the meeting.


	SPC/24/42: To approve LCC’s Review Proposal and associated costs: A detailed report had been received from the Clerk. Members approved the proposal, and the Clerk was asked to progress matters.
A second matter was considered due to some recent changes in the parish. Members agreed on a recommendation for a gesture as a symbol of appreciation and a budget was agreed upon for the relevant expenditure.



With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9:35 pm.

Signed:______________________________________   Date:_______________________
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