
Shotley Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, September 19th, 2024, at 7:15 pm, at the Shotley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs T Ingram (Chairman), B Powell, L Ingram, C Smith, S Rolin, R Green, P Hillier, and the Parish Clerk. 

County and District Councils: Cllr S Harley had advised of late arrival due to attending another meeting.

Public gallery:   Twelve members of the public.
	SPC/24/111: To receive and approve apologies for absence: Apologies were received (and approved) from Cllrs J Richardson and R Wrinch.


	SPC/24/112: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak): A report was received from representatives of the Library in support of a recent application for funding. The Chair explained that the funding application would be considered at the next meeting but welcomed the contribution made by those in attendance. Cllr S Harley provided some clarity in terms of the SCC’s funding cessation, and members were reminded that funding for £4,000 had been provided by the Parish Council the previous year, when the Library group had been made aware that such level of funding was unlikely to continue as it was unsustainable. 

The Clerk explained that there may be an alternative way of supporting the Library’s request, but she would need to make further enquiries. Cllr R Green proposed holding an emergency meeting the following week to give the matter full consideration due to the short deadline imposed and the lack of any other alternative funding (apart from Councillors’ locality budget contributions and some fundraising). This was agreed by all. Clerk to action.



	SPC/24/113: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda: Cllrs T Ingram, L Ingram and R Green declared a non-pecuniary interest on item 119a).



	SPC/24/114: Reports from County and District Councillors: Cllr S Harley’s report had been circulated ahead of the meeting, which he added to with recent updates.
There was some debate over correspondence between Babergh Planning and SCC Highways pertaining to Barrelmans Point and the proposed non-delivery of the spine road. There was also some discussion about an assertion by the developer that they would incur considerable cost if they purchased a section of land (from Shotley Marina) for the spine road. A Shotley Marina representative had confirmed this not the case, and that had been no such cost implication.


	SPC/24/115: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 18 July and 29 August 2024: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meetings held. 


	SPC/24/116: Planning matters: There were no planning matters to be considered.
 

	SPC/24/117: To consider response to article on the latest issue of the InTouch magazine: The article in question was read out. It was explained that the Parish Council had not, to its knowledge at the time, received an invitation to attend, hence why no members had been present. The Council had experienced some technical problems, which had resulted in the Clerk and members not receiving some emails and thus being unaware of the meeting details in time to make arrangements. This had been communicated to the Ward member at the time.
Furthermore, Cllr T Ingram had been on site while the meeting was taking place at Barrelmans Point, and had been seen by said Ward member, who could have approached him had he been so concerned at the lack of attendance. 
Members expressed their disappointment that the Ward member had published an article of questionable tone and content, which undermined the Parish Council, and did not reflect what had taken place.  This was also not the first time they had acted in this way, which could be evidenced in previous issues of the In Touch magazine, as well as other media platforms. 

It was proposed that an article was prepared for the In Touch magazine to correct the statement in question and that a formal complaint was submitted to the Monitoring Officer.  The motion was passed. The Clerk advised members that, under the circumstances, Councillors would be required to prepare the contents of the complaint, which should focus on alleged breaches of Babergh District Council’s adopted Code of Conduct. This was also agreed by all.


	SPC/24/118:  Finance and administration:

a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts, bank balances, and reconciliations: The accounts had been prepared and would be circulated the following day in order for the approval to be ratified. Printed documents were available at the meeting.

Payments:

August

September

Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities

£2,853.29
£2,853.29
Clerk’s expenses (office supplies)
£-
£453.79
Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract

£403.00
£390.00
Website Editor

£-
£240.00
Village Warden contract

£855.47
£635.75
S A Meacock- Grass cutting
£1,089.00
£497.75
Maccaferry (gabion cages)
£1,481.91
£-
SALC- Internal audit
£386.40
£-
Wave-Public Conveniences water supply
£130.42
£-
N Power -Public Conveniences energy supply
£51.39
£51.39
PHS- Public Conveniences Hygiene waste disposal
£527.16
£-
Total:

£4,521.75
£5,121.97
Receipts:

£-
£-
£-
£-
Balances to:

30/07/2024
30/08/2024
Current account

£138,736.83
£133,032.44
Deposit account

£53,261.18

£53,261.18
Tracker account

£466.85

£466.85
Total:
£192,464.86
£186,760.47
b) To receive and note the “Council Action List”: The various items would be discussed under other agenda items.
c) To consider request for a donation towards the Reception Class sandpit at Shotley Primary School: Deferred.


	SPC/24/119: Committees, Working Groups and Representatives - To receive reports, consider recommendations and agree on actions:
a) Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC: A brief report was received from the SPS CIC representative.
b) Greens and Open Spaces: Cllr P Hillier provided an update on the Community Orchard, which was very productive and would gain a new beetle bank in the coming days.

      Application for Tree Protection Orders: The Clerk confirmed that the trees in question already benefitted   

      from TPO’s and no further action was needed.

      Incidents of vandalism- Quarter Deck, Heritage Park and picnic area signage: The various incidents were 
      discussed by members. It was hoped the situation would improve with the start of the school year.

      To approve the purchase of maintenance equipment for volunteer teams: The Clerk provided a brief 
      report on the two recent Volunteer Activity Days that she had organised. The Parish Council did not 
      appear to have sufficient tools for larger groups, which could hinder future sessions, so some additional 
      equipment was needed. It was agreed that the Clerk would prepare a list of proposed equipment before 
      ordering, to allow for Councillor’s comments, before effecting purchase. 

c) Play Areas update: A brief update was provided by the Clerk. Three providers had been engaged and were in the process of preparing the designs and quotes, which would take some time.
d) Foreshore steps update: The appointed contractor had been informed of the Council’s decision and was in the process of providing a copy of their public liability insurance before a date for the works was agreed.
e) Winter Warmth and Advisory Scheme update: The Clerk had contacted several organisations with a view to arrange an event in the coming weeks. The responses had been very positive, and the Clerk and Cllr P Hillier would continue with their efforts. 

f) Parish and Police Forum (meeting 18th September 2024): Cllr C Smith had attended the forum and provided a detailed report to the meeting. Most crime figures were down or had remained the same, except for non-domestic burglaries, which were up (such as sheds and commercial properties). The Police’s focus would be on thefts from motor vehicles, anti-social behaviour, and some other typed of crime which were on the rise. The application to reduce the speed between Chelmondiston and Woolverstone had been turned down. Cllr C Smith had advised the Police about the potential for anti-social behaviour and dangerous driving following the recent installation of a barrier at Shotley Marina. However, as it was private property, the Police was limited to what they could do.



	SPC/24/120: To note correspondence received and agree response needed:
a) BMSDC Town and Parish Council Survey (Planning)- Completed and submitted.
b) Application DC/24/03554 for Advertisement Consent - Installation of Signage (Shotley PC not a consultee but has been asked to support a recommendation for refusal from ‘Wherstead Parish Council): Members raised no objection.
c) Correspondence from Shotley Mobile Library - Initial discussion (ahead of funding application considerations): This matter had been discussed earlier and the funding application would be considered at the next meeting.
d) Collimer Point Intertidal Habitat Creation Project: Information circulated-no further comment.
e) NPPF Consultation (SALC): Noted.


	SPC/24/121: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on the agenda/requests for next agenda (No decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for consideration):
S Rollin reported that there was some debris in the river, such as an old wreck and submerged spikes/scaffolding poles, which could represent a danger to users and would benefit from being removed.
The Clerk reported that the village hall noticeboard and Speed Indicator Device were progressing slowly.



	SPC/24/122: Date of next meeting:  17 October 2024: Noted.



With no further maters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 8:45pm.

Signed:______________  Date:____________________
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