
Shotley Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, April 18th, 2024, at 7:15 pm, at the Shotley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), B Powell, L Ingram, C Smith, S Rollin, P Hillier, J Richardson, and the Parish Clerk. 

County and District Councils: Cllr S Harley.

Public gallery:  Five members of the public.
	SPC/24/43: To receive and approve apologies for absence: Apologies were received (and approved) from Cllrs T Ingram and R Green.


	SPC/24/44: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak): A member of the public expressed their disappointment at a recent exchange of correspondence with Babergh District Council’s Planning Department, which had made them question their impartiality. The Chair suggested that the matter should be followed up by the member of the public if they felt strongly about it.

Comments were exchanged amongst members of the public, Councillors, and the County Councillor about the S106 agreement between HMS Ganges site and the Marina, namely the condition pertaining to the spine road.

A member of the public stated that according to the latest District Councillor’s report, the spine road would no longer be delivered, and instead there would be a pedestrian/cycle link between the two sites.



	SPC/24/45: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda: Cllr P Hillier declared a non-pecuniary interest on matters pertaining to agenda item 50; Cllr J Richardson declared a pecuniary interest on agenda item 48 b) and c).

 

	SPC/24/46: Reports 

a) County Councillor’s report: County Cllr S Harley’s report had been received.
b) District Councillor’s report: A District Cllr report had not been received.


	SPC/24/47: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 21st of March 2024:  It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held. 



	SPC/24:48: Planning matters:
a) Decision: DC/24/00500 Corner House, The Street - Change of use of land to residential and erection of garage: Refused- Noted.
b) Decision: DC/24/01113 Shotley Marina, King Edward VII Drive - Application for a non-material amendment relating to B/1500641 and subsequent amendment DC/23/02878 – Relocating 10 units of the approved 131 units to a different area of the application site and extending area of open space: Granted- Noted.
c) Withdrawal: DC/23/04895 - Shotley Marina, King Edward VII Drive - Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the variation of Condition 1 (accordance with the reserved matters approved under B/15/00641) (Residential development of 131 dwellings) to facilitate the relocating of 10no units- Noted.


	SPC/24/49:  Finance and administration:

a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts, bank balances, and reconciliations: The accounts for payments, receipts and balances/reconciliations had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment and the bank balances /reconciliations were noted.

Payments:

February

Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities

£2,520.31
Clerk’s expenses 

£183.99
Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract

£390.00

Village Warden contract

£648.74
SCC- Street lights
£2,054.77
Website Editor
£120.00

SALC membership
£766.42
Rialtas annual support
£230.40
Wave-Public toilets
£96.99
Tuddenham Press (play area surveys)
£138.00
S A Meacock- Grass cutting
£423.50
Shotley and Erwarton WI - Event funding
£250.00
Shotley Village Hall MC – Electric installation
£2,250.00
Total:

£10,073.12
Receipts:

Bank interest
£199.43
BDC Precept-First half

£33,775.00

Total:

£33,974.43

Balances to 31.03.2024:(does not include precept)
Current account

£135,259.28
Deposit account

£52,062.74
Tracker account

£465.11
Total:
£188,787.13
b) To receive and note the “Council Action List”: Noted.
c) To approve the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the AGAR Part 2) for Year ended 31 March 2024: It was resolved to approve the Annual Governance statement (S1 of the Agar Part 2).
d) To approve the Annual Accounts for year ended 31 March 2024 (includes accounts for Quarter 4): It was resolved to approve the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2024. 
e) To approve the Asset Register for the year ended 31 March 2024: It was resolved to approve the Asset Register.
f) To approve the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the AGAR Part 2) for year ended 31 March 2024: It was resolved to approve the Accounting Statements (S2 of the AGAR Part 2).


	SPC/24/50: To consider correspondence re “Celebration of the sea” (Cllr PH): A report about the project was received from Cllr P Hillier. The Parish Council agreed to support where necessary with local promotion and publicity of the event.



	SPC/24/51: Committees, Working Groups and Representatives - To receive reports, consider recommendations and agree on actions:
a) Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC, including to consider quotes for foreshore steps (Cllrs CS and BP): A brief report was received from a member of the public representing the SPS CIC.
There was some discussion about the two alternatives for repair to the steps onto the foreshore, but a quote was still outstanding from a local welder.

There was also some debate about a section of the wall that had recently collapsed in front of the Bristol Arms and the difficulties in getting it repaired due to the issues surrounding ownership. 
b) Greens and Open Spaces: The Clerk was thanked for organising the regular maintenance of the grass section within the Orchard. 
c) Play Areas: A brief report was received on recent progress and a number of Councillors volunteered to deliver the survey to local households. 


	SPC/24/52: To note any further correspondence received and agree response needed: No further correspondence had been received which required a response from the Parish Council.


	SPC/24/53: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on the agenda/requests for next agenda (No decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for consideration): Cllr S Rollin reported that a number of holes had appeared on the foreshore footpath (between the picnic area and the shelter) following recent storms.  These were being repaired by the SPS CIC.
Cllr P Hillier reported that a large van was parking on a grass verge in Shotley Gate, in a way that obscured oncoming traffic and was potentially dangerous. Cllr C Smith added that he had already reported the matter to the relevant authority, who had confirmed it was being looked into.
Cllr P Hillier asked for the Village Hall Committee Parish Council Representative to raise an item (details provided) at their next meeting.

Cllr J Richardson expressed some concern at the number of items that had been retrieved by the Marina, which had fallen into the river from the Shotley Pier, and requested that the matter was formally reported. A Shotley Pier representative, speaking from the public gallery, explained that it was difficult to access the end of the Pier in the current weather but that this would be raised with the Committee in due course.

Cllr C Smith reported that the reflective material on the village’s speed limit signage was so deteriorated that it was no longer visible. Furthermore, some of the repeater signs had been down for several months and were yet to be replaced. Cllr S Harley, speaking from the public gallery, explained that SCC’s policy was not to replace repeater signage. However, he asked that a report was forwarded to him so he could look into it further.

A brief update was received from Cllr R Wrinch on the water leak on Church Walk (which had resulted from the accidental cutting of a pipe by UK Power Networks). Repairs had started but were yet to be completed.



	SPC/24/54: Date of next meeting:  Annual Parish Meeting 25 April 2024; Annual Parish Council Meeting 23 May 2024: Noted.


	SPC/24/55: To consider the temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.


	SPC/24/56: To consider nominations for the Community Award: Several nominations for Community Awards were considered and approved.
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9:40pm.

Signed: ____________________ Date:_______________________________


1

