
Shotley Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, October 17th, 2024, at 7:15 pm, at the Shotley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), T Ingram (Vice-Chair), B Powell, L Ingram, J Richardson, C Smith, P Hillier, S Rollin, and the Parish Clerk. 

County and District Councils: Cllr S Harley.

Public gallery:  Six members of the public.

	SPC/24/129: To receive and approve apologies for absence: Apologies were received (and approved) from Cllr R Green.



	SPC/24/130: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak): There were no comments from the public gallery.



	SPC/24/131: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda: Cllrs T Ingram and L Ingram declared a non-pecuniary interest on item 136a) and pecuniary on item 142.



	SPC/24/132: Report from County Councillor: Cllr S Harley’s report had been circulated ahead of the meeting.

Cllr Harley provided an update on some changes which are due to take place in the coming years for food waste and recycling collections.


	SPC/24/133: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 19 and 30 September 2024: Deferred. 



	SPC/24/134: Planning matters

a) Application: DC/24/04430 - 8 Childers Close - Erection of annex building: The Parish Council agreed to submit no comment to this application.
b) Decision: DC/24/03510 Maryland, Bristol Hill - Application for removal or variation of a condition following grant of planning permission: Granted.
c) Notification: Indicative date for Babergh DC Planning Committee to consider application DC/23/04109 - Former HMS Ganges Site – 30th October 2024 (details to follow): Noted. Cllr J Richardson asked to make representation on behalf of Shotley Marina, with the purpose of correcting a misstatement about it allegedly being against the delivery of the spine road. To this effect, Cllr J Richardson read out the relevant section from the Marina’s submission objecting to the S73 planning application but supporting the delivery of the spine road.


	SPC/24/135:  Finance and administration:

a) To consider and approve accounts for payment (including defibrillator battery) and note receipts, bank balances, and reconciliations: It was resolved to approve the accounts submitted. Balances and reconciliations were also noted.
Payments:

October
Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities

£2,853.29
Clerk’s expenses (office supplies)
£181.20
Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract

£403.00
Website Editor

£120.00

Village Warden contract

£640.91
S A Meacock- Grass cutting
£429.00
Wave-Public Conveniences water supply
£174.07
CAS-Website domain

£120.00

SVHMC- Defibrillator battery
£411.48
Friends of the Library-Funding
£4,000.00
Total:

£9.322.53
b) To receive and note the “Council Action List”: Deferred.
c) To consider request for a donation towards the Reception Class sandpit at Shotley Primary School: A donation of £250.00 was aged by members.
d) To consider request for the continued support of the Shotley Social Club by an additional £3 a fortnight: It was resolved to continue supporting the Social Club by the amount requested.
e) To approve expenditure for Christmas trees and lights: It was resolved to agree a budget up to £170.00 for the purchase of Christmas trees and lights.
f) To approve the meeting dates for 2025: The list of dates would be circulated to members for ratification the following month, with meetings to continue to be held on the third Thursday of every month, with the exception of August (no meeting unless necessary) and December (two weeks earlier).


	SPC/24/136: Committees, Working Groups and Representatives - To receive reports, consider recommendations and agree on actions:
a) Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC: A brief report was received- Progress continued on the last ten gabion cages to protect the river bank; The Group continued their search for good materials; J Cartlidge MP was due to meet the group on November 1st for a second site visit and to look at the progress made so far; The remainder of tools donated by a former group member had been sold at the recent village auction, with the total now standing at just over £1000.
b) Greens and Open Spaces: Cllr P Hiller reported on the progress of the beetle bank in the Community Orchard. There was some discussion about a recent article offering trees (for use in areas such as the allotment boundary and the foreshore). Further enquiries would need to be made to ascertain dimensions of the areas in question and suitability of the trees/hedging available.
c) Play Areas: The Parish Council continued to wait for the first sets of quotes and drawings from the providers.
d) Foreshore steps: Several dates had been provisionally agreed for the repairs to the steps, so this matter should be concluded soon, weather permitting.
e) Winter Warmth and Advisory Scheme: Progress continued to be made and it was hoped the event would be taking place soon, ahead of the Government’s deadline for claiming backdated Winter Fuel allowance.
f) To approve the addition of Cllr P Hillier as representative on the SVHMC: It was resolved to approve the appointment of Cllr P Hillier as Parish Council representative on the Shotley Village Hall Management Committee.


	SPC/24/137: To note any additional correspondence received and agree response: No further correspondence received.


	SPC/24/138: To consider and approve correspondence agreed at the meeting held on 19th September (agenda item 117): Final letter to be circulated amongst Councillors, as agreed.


	SPC/24/139: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on the agenda/requests for next agenda (No decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for consideration): 
Cllr J Richardson took the opportunity to remind Councillors that the Marina was still coming across debris from the Shotley Pier and expressed some concern that the matter had been raised on a number of occasions, but unfortunately those responsible were yet to act. Cllr P Hillier volunteered to take the matter to the Shotley Pier Group.

Cllr T Wrinch advised that works to the river wall by the Environment Agency would stop during the winter months and would recommence around Easter time. He reported that some 3000 tonnes of granite had been used in the repairs so far.



	SPC/24/140: Date of next meeting:  21 November 2024: Noted.


	SPC/24/141: To consider the temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed: It was resolved to exclude the press and public.


	SPC/24/142: To consider a legal matter and agree on action to take: Cllrs T Ingram and L Ingram declared a pecuniary interest and left the meeting.
The matter was discussed by the remaining Councillors in some detail with and a resolution agreed by all.


With no further maters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9:20pm.

Signed:______________  Date:____________________
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