
Shotley Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, February 15th, 2024, at 7:15 pm, at the Shotley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), B Powell, R Green, S Rollin, P Hillier, J Richardson, and the Parish Clerk. 

County and District Councils: Apologies received and noted.
Public gallery:  Six members of the public.
	SPC/24/12: To receive and approve apologies for absence: Apologies were received (and approved) from Cllrs T Ingram, L Ingram, and C Smith.


	SPC/24/13: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak: Several members of the public expressed their disquiet at the recent change of bus stop from opposite the Post Office on The Street, to further down near the Rose Public House. The additional distance made it difficult for some of the more elderly users, and the crossing point was dangerous. There had already been a couple of incidents where parishioners had suffered falls as they rushed to get across the road and avoid fast-moving traffic.  The Clerk informed the public that she had already corresponded with Suffolk County Council on the matter and that the item had been included in the agenda so that Councillors could agree on the next steps to take. The bus stop had been established for some seventy years and served an area with a considerable number of vulnerable or elderly residents.
A representative of a local group informed members that plans were underway for a summer event at the Village Hall for the community, and asked if some funding could be granted towards it. As members expressed support for the plans, the Clerk suggested that an amount could be agreed in principle, so that the Group could continue with preparations knowing that funding had been secured. This could be ratified at the following meeting. Councillors agreed in principle to provide a grant of £250.00.

A member of the public stated that they were extremely concerned about the content of a recent article on a local news portal. The article referred to parishioners of Shotley Gate inappropriately and depicted a picture of their home. This member of the public added that they had recently submitted a complaint to the Monitoring Officer, that the District Councillor had been instructed to carry out a certain action, but that this had not been forthcoming. This member of the public also asked whether any decision had been reached for the Ganges and Marina applications. 
The member of the public was informed by the Chair that decisions did not appear to have yet been reached for either application, although Ganges developers were due to submit further information to Planning, and further consultation was expected; In terms of the first and second issues raised, although the Parish Council could relay them to the Monitoring Officer (as had been requested), it could not get involved any further, as they were outside of the Parish Council’s remit. They were also advised to contact the Monitoring Officer directly with their concerns. 
Cllr R Wrinch also informed those present that during his recent meeting with the Ganges representatives, it had been indicated that there may be some movement in terms of a spine road, but that it was unlikely to be a formal road and more of a connection. Cllr R Wrinch also believed that the existing S106 agreement remained in place until such a date when all parties involved agreed differently.
Cllr P Hillier stated that she had been shocked at reading the article referred to by the member of the public and the use of certain language by the District Councillor when referring to parishioners. Cllr P Hillier wished to formally register her strong feelings on this matter.

Cllr J Richardson added that when it came to the S106 agreement, all parties would need to agree to any change or revision.



	SPC/24/14: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda:  Cllr R Green declared a non-pecuniary interest on matters pertaining to agenda item 22 a). Cllr R Wrinch declared a pecuniary interest on agenda item 17a).


	SPC/24/15: Reports 

a) County Councillor’s report: County Cllr S Harley’s report had been received.
b) District Councillor’s report: Cllr Davis’s report had been received as a link to an independent portal, which some Councillors either could not open or did not wish to access, and asked if this could be looked into with the relevant body.


	SPC/24/16: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 18th of January 2024:  It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held. 


	SPC/24:17: Planning matters:

a) Application: DC/24/00082 - Shotley Agricultural Reservoir - Request for a Scoping Opinion under Regulation 15 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 - Proposed Shotley agricultural reservoir: Cllr R Wrinch left the room and was replaced by Cllr J Richardson. Members considered the application and resolved to support it. Cllr P Hillier noted that the Archaeological team had recommended that an archaeological survey should be carried out. Cllr R Wrinch returned to the room.
b) Application: DC/24/00500 - Corner House, The Street - Change of use of land to residential and erection of garage: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
c) Appeal: AP/23/00079 - Farmside, Main Road - Erection of annexed accommodation ancillary to host dwelling (amended scheme to DC/23/01028): Noted, with no further action.


	SPC/24/18:  Finance and administration:

a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts, bank balances, and reconciliations: The accounts for payments, receipts and balances/reconciliations had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment and the bank balances /reconciliations were noted.

Payments:

February
Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities

£2,387.72
Clerk’s expenses 

£236.67

Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract

£377.00

Village Warden contract

£784.11

N Power-WC energy

£104.00

S A Meacock- Allotment boundary maintenance

£120.00

Total:
£4,009.50

Receipts:

Allotments

£120.00

Balances to 31.01.2024:

Current account

£148,346.15

Deposit account

£52,865.04

Tracker account

£436.36

Total:
£201,647.55
b) To receive and note the “Council Action List”: Noted.


	SPC/24/19: “The Street” bus stop – To consider correspondence received from Suffolk County Council about de-activating the current stop. The correspondence exchanged was discussed and it was agreed to appeal to Suffolk County Council to reinstate the bus stop to its original location, considering the local strength of feeling. It was also suggested that concerns raised earlier in the meeting by members of the public were noted. 


	SPC/24/20: To consider a funding application from the Shotley Village Hall: Members considered the application but felt that they would need to review the surveys and quotes received by the Village Hall Management Committee before reaching a decision. It was also agreed that should a decision be needed urgently; an extraordinary meeting would be called for the following week. 


	SPC/24/21: To consider a funding application from the Chelmondiston Waste Facility: It was resolved to approve funding of £750, which would be processed in April 2024 for accounting purposes.


	SPC/24/22: Committees, Working Groups and Representatives - To receive reports, consider recommendations and agree on actions:
a) Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC, including considering a quote for the gabion steps repair and funding for additional materials for footpath/defence repairs: A brief report was given by Cllr R Green. The matter of the gabion steps was deferred to a future meeting, pending the receipt of a quote for an alternative solution from Cllr B Powell.

b) Greens and Open Spaces: Cllrs P Hillier and T Ingram had carried out a site visit and had agreed on the location for the planting of a Scots Pine within the Heritage Park. Councillors agreed with the proposal.
c) Play Areas: To receive the notes of the meeting held on 6th February 2024: A brief report was received from the Clerk.

d) Shotley Pier: To consider correspondence received: Councillors raised several matters which would need to be referred to the Shotley Pier Group by Cllr P Hillier and B Powell. They included falling debris from one of the sheds at the end of the Pier, and the provision of updates for shareholders, as well as individuals who had purchased plaques.


	SPC/24/23: To note any further correspondence received and agree response needed:
a) Babergh District Council parking charges proposals consultation - deadline 3 March 2024: No further action as the proposals did not affected Shotley.
b) Essex Minerals local plan review consultation - deadline 19 March 2024: Noted.
c) Babergh Joint Local Validation List Consultation - deadline 4 March 2024: Noted.

	SPC/24/24: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on the agenda/requests for next agenda (No decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for consideration).
Cllr S Rolin reported some recent storm damage to the sea wall at the bottom of Bristol Hill, which would need to be addressed by whoever was responsible.
Cllr P Hillier indicated some concern at several leaning trees on Battery Lane which appeared to be unsafe. The matter had previously been reported to the landowner, but action had not been forthcoming. Cllr P Hillier also mentioned some potholes which were getting quite deep. However, Highways would not be able to effect any repairs until the weather improved.

Cllrs R Wrinch and J Richardson referred to recent claims which appeared to indicate that the Ganges developers (Barrelman’s Point) may have been in talks with social/affordable housing providers to negotiate the sale of sections of the development. Although the developers had agreed that such enquiries may have been made, they had provided reassurance that there was no agreement or plan in place at that time.
Cllr J Richardson gave an update about the Environment Agency's planned footpath closure between Crane’s Creek and the Marina, that although the Marina was yet to be formally notified, they would open the gates to provide access to walkers.



	SPC/24/25: Date of next meeting:  21 March 2024: Noted.
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9:30 pm.

Signed:______________________________________   Date:_______________________
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