
Shotley Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, June 13th, 2024, at 7:15 pm, at the Shotley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), T Ingram (Vice-Chair), B Powell, L Ingram, C Smith, S Rollin, P Hillier, R Green, and the Parish Clerk. 

County and District Councils: Cllr S Harley.

Public gallery:  Fourteen members of the public.
	SPC/24/76: To receive and approve apologies for absence: Apologies were received (and approved) from Cllr J Richardson.


	SPC/24/77: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak): A member of the public enquired about the additional road entrance onto Barrelmans Point near the roundabout, how the lights from exiting traffic were affecting them and how dangerous they thought having a road so close to the roundabout was. Assurances had been given by the developer to the Council that this was a temporary access, and that it should be closed by the end of July.

Another member of the public, who had written to the Parish Council appealing it to reconsider the decision not to carry out any further repair works, spoke about the foreshore steps how well they are used by the community. The Chair explained the reasons behind the decision but agreed that if there was sufficient support, and members agreed to consider rescinding the previous decision, the matter could be looked at again. Several Councillors agreed that the decision should be considered at the next meeting.

Further suggestions were made in terms of safety measures along the foreshore, such as additional life rings, as well as signage advising that there was no alternative access to/exit from the beach beyond a certain point.



	SPC/24/78: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda: Cllrs T Ingram, L Ingram and R Green declared a non-pecuniary interest on matters pertaining to agenda item 85a).


	SPC/24/79: Reports from County and District Councillors: County Cllr S Harley’s report had been received. County Cllr S Harley also reported that a recent application to SCC for the reduction of speed to 40mph in a section between Woolverstone and Chelmondiston had been refused.


	SPC/24/80: To note correspondence received and agree response needed:
a) Correspondence from resident re foreshore steps: Members to consider the rescission of the decision made about the foreshore steps at the next Council meeting.
b) Correspondence from SCC re spine road – to be considered under agenda item 82 a): To be dealt with under planning matters.


	SPC/24/81: To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on the 23 May 2024: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held. 



	SPC/24:82: Planning matters:

a) Application: DC/23/04109 - Former HMS Ganges Site - Application under S73a for Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of Planning Permission B/12/00500 dated 18/12/2015 under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990- The full and partial demolition of buildings associated with the redevelopment of the site for uses including: dwellings; Class C2 specialist older persons accommodation; Class E uses (flexible use within Class E such as retail, café, office, gym, clinic, indoor recreation); Class C1 (hotel, boarding and guest houses); Class F.1 (museum, library, exhibition halls); Class F.2 (community use); the use of Nelson Hall to include Class E uses (including co-working, café and indoor recreation), Class F.2 (community use) and Class F.1 (museum); together with parking and landscaping to form parks and landscaped gardens together with associated further landscaping and lighting (as amended).- To vary Condition 27 (Approved Plans): It was resolved to recommend the refusal of this planning application, for the same reasons as before. Councillors also agreed that the legality of using the S73 process for such materials changes to the original planning permission ought to be challenged, and to this affect instruction would be sent to the Council’s legal representatives (covered by the existing legal expenditure budget).
There was some disappointment with the recent change of consultee response by SCC Highways and removal of previous objections. The application had not taken into account the views of the public and other consultees and was against MSDC’s principle of Sustainable Communities. Members also agreed that the current application should be withdrawn, and a new full planning application should be submitted for consultation.
In terms of the concerns raised by a member of the public on the access road next to the roundabout, Cllr R Wrinch reiterated his assurance that the access was temporary, and this had been confirmed by the developer. It was suggested that this should be followed up with SCC, to ensure that the access would be closed on the agreed date, and the existing permission was not extended or made permanent.

Cllr B Powell raised the matter of children on their way to school having to cross the road twice, as pedestrian traffic was diverted around the roundabout, and asked that this was also raised with SCC Highways. Another matter which also concerned him was the application for the removal of mature trees and that this could be a precursor for an application for an additional access. Members agreed that the Parish Council should secure Tree Preservation Orders for all the mature trees on Caledonia Road.
b) Application: DC/24/00862 - Former HMS Ganges Site - Application for Listed Building Consent - Renovation and conversion of former swimming pool building for use as gym, indoor recreation and Class E accommodation. It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
c) Application: DC/24/02085 - Shotley Pier, Bristol Hill - Replacement of entry gates: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.
d) Decision: DC/24/01824 - Maryland, Bristol Hill - Erection of attached double garage extension (following removal of existing garage)-Granted: Noted.


	SPC/24/83: To consider a funding application from Shotley Kidzone: Following due consideration, it was resolved to approve a grant of £10,000 for this financial year, and to consider in 2025/2026 a further £10,000 for the Kidzone capital project.


	SPC/24/84:  Finance and administration:

a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts, bank balances, and reconciliations, including ratification of additional expenditure incurred from the emergency fund: The accounts for payments, receipts and balances/reconciliations had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment and the bank balances /reconciliations were noted.
Payments:

June
Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities

£5,920.67
Clerk’s expenses 

£501.60
HMRC payment re-issued 
£521.05
Tax refund

£231.00

Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract

£403.00
Village Warden contract

£655.75
Shirley Shelley (community contract)
£1,176.00
K Hewitt (community contract)

£312.00

Website Editor
£220.00

Cllr B Powell- Expenses (Christmas trees)
£135.00
Chelmondiston waste Facility- grant
£750.00
S A Meacock- Grass cutting
£497.75
N Mullet- Water fountain installation
450.00
Total:

£7,959.17
Balances to 30.05.2024:

Current account

£148,894.16
Deposit account

£53,062.74

Tracker account

£465.11

Total:
£202,422.01
b) To adopt the revised Model Financial Regulations (issued May 2024): Deferred.
c) To receive and note the “Council Action List”: A Clerk update was provided.

d) To consider any matters arising from the Internal Audit that may require resolution prior to External Audit (subject to completion): The Internal Audit report was not yet available, therefore this was deferred to the next meeting.


	SPC/24/85: Committees, Working Groups and Representatives - To receive reports, consider recommendations and agree on actions:

a) Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC: Cllr T Ingram reported that one of the Group’s members had donated a significant amount of work tools, which would be sold to raise funds for the group. The new section of gabions being built was progressing well. A member of the public, who had recently donated materials, announced that they wished to make a donation to the group.
b) Greens and Open Spaces: Cllr P Hillier informed members that four large Lime Trees on Link Road, Shotley Gate, had been heavily pollarded, but despite enquiries there was not much that could be done as they were privately owned. Cllr P Hillier requested contact details for the BDC Tree Warden, which the Clerk would forward in due course.
c) Play Areas: The group had met to discuss the results of the recent survey results. Members would be visiting a number of other play areas installed recently, and contact would be made with suppliers for initial drawings and quotes.
d) Employment: To agree date of next Employment Committee meeting for review of policies: It was agreed to arrange a meeting for July 11th, with details to follow.
e) Shotley Pier-update: A number of updates had been received under agenda item 82 c).


	SPC/24/86: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on the agenda/requests for next agenda (No decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for consideration): Cllr L Ingram enquired about a tree on public land which was affecting signal reception at a property in lower Harlings and was advised to contact BDC.
Cllr P Hiller suggested there should be Parish Council representation at the village event planned for June 23rd. Several Councillors were planning to attend as representatives for other groups and would be available if necessary.

Cllr R Wrinch gave an update on the works planned by Anglia Water along land adjoining the B1456, as well as the repair works due to be carried out to the river wall by the Environment Agency.
Cllr S Rollin enquired about the timings of streetlights and whether this could be changed to midnight.


	SPC/24/87: Date of next meeting:  18 July 2024
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9:15pm.

Signed: ____________________ Date:_______________________________
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