
Shotley Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, December 5th, 2024, at 7:15 pm, at the Shotley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), T Ingram (Vice-Chair), L Ingram, R Green, C Smith, P Hillier, S Rollin, and the Parish Clerk. 

County and District Councils: Apologies received from Cllr S Harley.

Public gallery:  Six members of the public.

	

	SPC/24/157: To receive and approve apologies for absence: Apologies were received (and approved) from Cllrs J Richardson and B Powell.



	SPC/24/158: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak): A member of the public expressed some concern at recent works that involved the moving of large amounts of soil at Shotley Marina. Cllr R Wrinch agreed to contact the developer to ask for further details on how long the works to level off the land for the new development would take.



	SPC/24/159: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda: None received. 


	SPC/24/160: Report from County Councillor: Cllr S Harley’s report had been circulated ahead of the meeting.


	SPC/24/161: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 28 November 2024:  It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held.


	SPC/24/162: Planning matters

a) DC/23/04109 - Former HMS Ganges Site – To confirm whether the 11th of December 2024 Planning Committee meeting is going ahead and agree any actions (following resolution made at the meeting held 28th November): Although a BDC Planning Committee meting was due to take place on December 11th, it would be to consider an application from Sudbury. The Ganges application was not on the agenda.
Members discussed a recent article on the East Anglian Daily Times which reported that a local council and the Community Alliance for a Rural Environment had made calls for BDC to be investigated since their Planning Committee had held only five public meetings and cancelled seventeen during 2024. 

There was some frustration with the way the S73 application for the former HMS Ganges had been handled, starting with the amount of times it had been submitted, the confusing number of documents uploaded onto the planning portal, and the lack of a Planning Committee meeting to consider it.

Following due consideration, it was resolved that the application should be “called in”, and a letter sent to the Secretary of State. It was also agreed that, rather than appointing a Planning Barrister, the Clerk would compile the necessary documents for the process, using the letter prepared during previous discussions on the matter as a foundation.


	SPC/24/163:  Finance and administration:

a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts, bank balances, and reconciliations: It was resolved to approve the accounts submitted. Balances and reconciliations were also noted.

Payments:

December

Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities 

£2,940.37

Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract

£403.00

Website Editor

£120.00

Village Warden contract

£665.74
N Power-Public conveniences energy supply
£53.31
PHS Group- Public conveniences
£104.45
Shotley Village Hall Management Committee – Funding for outdoor bench and flag
£500.00

First Responders- Grant
£250.00

Clerk’s expenses
£305.60
Total:

£5,036.87
Balances to 30.11.2024:
Current account

£138,795.54
Deposit account

£53,460.36

Tracker account

£468.60

Total:

£192,724.50
b) To approve Financial Statements and consider budget and precept for 2025/2026: The draft figures for the precept and the Council’s position were discussed, with final figures to be considered in January.


	SPC/24/164: To note any additional correspondence received and agree response: No further correspondence received.


	SPC/24/165: Date of next meeting:  16 January 2025.


	With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 7:40pm

Signed:________________________ Date:__________________________
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