
Shotley Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, February 13th 2025 at 7:15 pm, at the Shotley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), T Ingram (Vice-Chair), L Ingram, R Green, P Hillier, and the Parish Clerk. 

County and District Councils: Suffolk County Cllr S Harley.

Public gallery:  Seven members of the public.

	SPC/25/14: To receive and approve apologies for absence: Apologies were received (and approved) from Cllrs C Smith, J Richardson and S Rollin.


	

	SPC/25/15: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak): There were no comments from the public gallery.


	

	SPC/25/16: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda: Cllrs T Ingram, L Ingram and R Green declared a non-pecuniary interest on item 23 a); Cllr P Hillier declared a non-pecuniary interest on item 23 b).


	

	SPC/25/17: Report from County Councillor: Cllr S Harley’s report had been circulated ahead of the meeting.


	

	SPC/25/18: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 January 2025: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held.

	

	SPC/25/19: Planning matters

a) Application: DC/25/00196 - 9 Childers Close- Erection of single storey rear extension (following demolition of conservatory): It was resolved to recommend the approval of this application.

b) Application: DC/25/00589 - Between Freston and Shotley Gate- Hedge Removal Notice - Remove 117 m of hedgerow across 20 Locations, between Freston and Shotley Gate- Councillors resolved to submit the following comment on this application: Anglian Water must fully reinstate the Marsh Lane footpath to its original condition upon completion of the works. Additionally, any trees or hedgerows removed during the process should be replanted. Marsh Lane is a heavily used footpath, valued by both local residents and visitors. Its reinstatement should be carried out promptly following works and to a high standard, ensuring that past shortcomings in similar works are not repeated.

c) Decision:  DC/24/05364 - 23 Kitchener Way- Erection of single storey rear extension: Granted-Noted.
d) Appeal Decision: APP/D3505/W/24/3345116 Corner Garage, The Street - Appeal dismissed-Noted.


	

	SPC/25/20: To consider a funding application from the Shotley Drama Group:  Deferred to the April meeting and start of new financial year/funding budget, as the current year’s funding budget had been spent.


	

	SPC/25/21: To consider a funding application from the Friends of the Library: As a funding application had not been received, the application was deferred to the March meeting.


	

	SPC/25/22: To consider a funding application from the Shotley Social Club: The meeting was open to the public to allow the group’s representative to speal on the application. The meeting was then closed, and a brief discussion ensued. It was resolved to award £250 to the group. 


	

	SPC/25/23: Committees, Working Groups and Representatives - To receive reports, consider recommendations and agree on actions:

a) Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC: A brief report was received from the group’s representative. The Chairman thanked the group for all their recent works.

b) Greens and Open Spaces: 

· To consider commissioning a memorial Oak tree: It was resolved to commission the planting of an Oak tree in memory of Cllr B Powell. There would be a process undertaken over the next few months to ensure that the specimen selected for this purpose was viable for its final setting, which would be agreed at a later date. It was agreed to add this item to the July 2025 agenda so that further decisions could be made.

· Community Orchard pruning session update and proposal for Parish Tree Warden: The session commissioned by the Parish council had been very successful and well attended. Cllr P Hillier had also found out about the possibility of becoming the parish’s Tree Warden, which was welcomed by all. It was agreed to add this formal appointment to the Annual Parish Council meeting agenda for approval.

c) Foreshore steps: Following some debate, it was agreed to allow contractors until March 15th to carry out the necessary remedial works. If this approach was unsuccessful, Councillors would meet on site to agree the best way forward.

d) Shotley Village Hall: To consider funding the installation and ongoing costs of Wi-Fi: Deferred until costings were received.

	

	SPC/25/24:  Finance and administration:

a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts, bank balances, and reconciliations: It was resolved to approve the accounts submitted. Balances and reconciliations were also noted. A schedule of payments is attached to the minutes.


	

	SPC/25/25: To note any additional correspondence received and agree response: All the correspondence had been circulated to Councillors.


	

	SPC/25/26: To consider and approve correspondence agreed at the meeting held on 19th September 2024 (agenda item 117): Deferred.

	

	SPC/25/27: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on the agenda/requests for next agenda (No decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for consideration): Cllr L Ingram asked if the Bristol Hill WCs had been repainted yet. The Clerk explained that this would be carried out once the weather was drier/warmer.

Cllr R Green reported that the Quercus Ilex near his property had two low hanging branches which needed to be cut back. He had consulted with a tree surgeon who would be able to do some minimal work to the tree in the coming weeks.

Cllr R Wrinch had planned to speak the Anglian Water works but this had already been discussed during the planning application considerations. Works were not expected until April/May and there would be two teams, starting at opposing ends until they met somewhere in the middle.


	

	SPC/25/28: Date of next meeting:  20 March 2025: Noted.
	


With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 8:10pm

Signed:________________________ Date:__________________________
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