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Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, July 21st, 2022, at 7:15 pm, at the 

Shotley Village Hall. 

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), C Mills (Vice-chairman), C Smith, B Powell, and Mrs D Bedwell (Parish 
Clerk). 

 
County and District Councils: County Cllr S Hartley. 

Public gallery: Six members of the public. 

 

SPC/22/92: To receive apologies for absence: Apologies had been received (and were duly approved) from 
Cllrs J Briscoe, M Williams, S Pallant, T Ingram, and R Green. Apologies had also been received from District Cllr 
D Davis and from the Suffolk Library representative. 
 
SPC/22/93: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak): A 
member of the public asked if the footpaths within the Heritage Park could be cut back. The Clerk provided 
reassurance that the community payback team was due to carry out some clearance works very soon. 
 
A number of members of the public spoke very passionately about the Library Service provision at the village 
hall, and how well used and much appreciate it was. These members were extremely keen to see that action 
was taken by the various authorities to ensure that the amenity was not lost following the recent 
announcements of funding cuts. They were thanked for their testimonies and asked to continue supporting the 
service, gather evidence of further local usage and support, and to come along to the September meeting and 
reiterate their feelings to the Library representatives who were expected to attend. 
 
SPC/22/94: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda: Cllr R Wrinch declared a pecuniary 
item on agenda item 97 f). 
 
SPC/22/95: Reports  
a) County Councillor’s report: A written report had been received from Cllr Simon Harley and a verbal update 

was provided during the meeting. The updates included the following items: Cllr Hartley had put forward to 
his Council a motion for cost-of-living emergency funds, but this had been rejected; A petition to bring the 
maintenance contract for SCC in-house was still available online and the public was urged to take part; A 
formal application for additional maintenance budget for Shotley had been made to SCC; The results of a 
Heavy Goods Vehicle Route Review were imminent but no change was expected in the designation of the 
A137. 
 

b) District Councillor’s report: Cllr D Davis had circulated his report earlier in the day. 
 

SPC/22/96: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 16th June and the 
extraordinary meeting held on the 23rd June: It was resolved to approve both sets of minutes as true records 
of the meetings held. 
 
SPC/22/97: Planning matters  
a) Application: DC/22/03318 - Former HMS Ganges Site, Shotley Gate - Application for Works to Trees 

subject to TPO BT401 - Crown Lift 10 No. Limes (T1 - T10) to 6m: It was resolved to recommend the 
approval of this planning application. 

 
b) Decision: DC/22/00641 Former HMS Ganges Site, Shotley Gate- Discharge of Conditions Application for 
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B/12/00500- Condition 2 (Construction Management Plan): Noted. 
 
c) Decision: DC/22/03004 Former HMS Ganges Site, Shotley Gate - Application for Works to Trees subject to 

Tree Preservation Order BT401 - Reduce Crown of 7No. Poplars to 4M (planning permission granted): 
Noted. 

 
d) Decision: DC/22/00972 Grassy Knoll, King Edward VII Drive, Shotley Marina - Discharge of Conditions 

Application for DC/21/01700- Condition 7 (Landscaping Scheme), Condition 8 (Landscape Management 
Plan), Condition 10 (Access), Condition 11 (Parking and Manoeuvring): Noted. 

e) Decision: DC/20/04309 Shotley Marina Ltd, King Edward VII Drive - Application under S73a for removal or 
variation of conditions relating to B/13/01384/FUL dated 07/03/2016. Town and Country Planning Act 
1990. - To Vary Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) - The proposal seeks to amend the layouts 
but retain the quantum of development (19 residential units) and reflects the overall scale of the previous 
approval and falls within the same site location, as per revised drawings received 2nd October 2020 
(planning permission granted): Noted. 
 

f) Chapel Field - Possible development, draft plans and update (Cllr R Wrinch PEC DPI): Due to Cllr R Wrinch’s 
declaration of interest on this matter, Cllr C Mills took the Chairmanship of the meeting in order to allow 
Cllr R Wrinch to present this item. In line with the council’s policy, members were reminded that although 
they may ask questions about the presentation, they may not express a view and should reserve any 
comments to when the application progressed through the planning process. 

 
Cllr R Wrinch shared with members a draft plan for a proposed development on land adjoining Chapel 
Field, which was in his family’s ownership. There had been some changes since the original plans had been 
presented due to archaeological finds. Some discussion had taken place with Babergh District Council and 
the indication was for a preferred high yield in terms of affordable housing provision (around 50%), with a 
mixture of bungalows, semis, and three/four-bedroom houses (no five-bedroom dwellings). Access 
possibilities had also been discussed and the final plans were due to be submitted to the planning authority 
in September. 
 
Cllr R Winch ended his presentation and returned to chairing the meeting. Cllr C Mills returned to his 
position as Vice-chair. 
 

SPC/22/98: To consider Suffolk Library proposals: Following on from the debate held during the public 
section, questions were asked of the County Cllr about whether SCC was providing any other community 
services from the Communities Services Fund if the portion allocated for the library support was due to cease, 
but no answer was available at that point.  There was considerable strength of feeling in terms of keeping the 
provision, and members were aware of the benefits it brough to the Community. The testimonials provided by 
the members of the public present had only strengthen this view. 
 
However, there was some concern that the Parish Council was limited in its resources and that ongoing 
sponsorship would be unsustainable, if at all appropriate (when members believed it should be other main 
authorities financing this cost). 
 
Some ideas were put forward but in the absence of the library representatives and more detailed financial 
forecasts, it was agreed to defer this item until the next meeting. 
 
In the meantime, members of the public were advised to create a support group/steering group and gather 
evidence of the use and benefits of the facility so these could be used when negotiating future possibilities. 
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SPC/22/99: Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC: Update (Cllr T Ingram): In the absence of Cllrs T Ingram and R 
Green, Cllr C Smith provided a brief update on the works recently carried out. This included the continued 
repairs and refilling of gabions, confirmation that the Marquis of Bristol had agreed to the Group’s proposals, 
and that unfortunately a recent funding application had been unsuccessful. 
 
Cllr B Powell reported on matters pertaining to the Bristol Pier as the Parish Council liaison member. These 
included the Group’s efforts to connect to mains electricity, and issues about a boundary line being disputed. 
 
SPC/22/100: To consider proposal for the sitting of temporary skatepark ramps at the tennis courts (Lloyd 
Road) during the summer holidays (Cllr C Mills): Cllr C Mills presented the Skatepark Group’s proposals for a 
summer holidays’ skatepark. They had taken into account the lessons learned from the previous installation 
and had given reassurance that these would be taken on board. The Clerk read out a number of concerns 
which had been raised by members, and these were positively answered by Cllr C Mills. The proposal was 
approved by members and Cllr C Mills would liaise with the Group in due course. 
 
SPC/22/101: To consider the possibility of providing a water supply at the allotments (Cllr C Mills): Cllr C Mills 
had been approached by a member of the public about the provision of water at the allotments. Members 
discussed the financial and legal implications of a permanent water source and decided against it. Although the 
weather had been quite hot recently, this had not been an issue in prior years and tenants had managed to 
find alternative water saving/storing solutions. There was a risk that the amenity could easily become loss-
making and unsustainable if costs outweighed the modest income it raised.  Cllr R Wrinch agreed to report 
back at a later date with possible options, such as a communal water source, which would be filled in by a 
resourceful neighbouring landowner. 
  
SPC/22/102: Highways matters:  
a) To receive the results of a recent traffic survey and agree any actions to take: The results of the three 

surveys had been circulated to members and were discussed in some detail. Although public perception, at 
times, appeared to indicate that there were serious problems in some of the areas, such as Bristol Hill, the 
statistics were reassuring in that incidents of excess speed were not the norm. 
 
The figures provided by the report would not be sufficient to secure any additional traffic 
calming/management measures but would be helpful when carrying out comparisons in terms of volume in 
years to come. No further action to be taken at this point. 
 

b) To consider report of overgrowth affecting the footway between Battery Close and the Bristol Arms (Cllr C 
Smith): The matter had been referred to Cllr D Davis and Babergh District Council, as this had previously 
been handled by them. 

 
c) To consider the purchase of additional bins (in the event that they are not replaced by third parties): It was 

agreed to purchase one additional bin for Bristol Hill. 
 

SPC/22/103 Finance and administration: 
a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts/bank balances and reconciliations: The 

total balances for the reconciled accounts stood at £198,718.70.  It was resolved to approve the accounts 
for payment as follows. 

 

Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities £1,925.31 

Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract £341.00 
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Village Warden contract £635.75 

Clerk’s expenses  £161.68 

Grass cutting contract £423.50 

Community Orchard Group- Water and hose  £189.99 

SLCC annual membership £147.00 

Allotments Bull Field – Hardcore for track (cash payment deducted from rents) £60.00 

Total: £3,884.23 

  

Receipts:  

Bank interest £3.76 

Allotment rents Bull Field £161.00 

Total: £164.76 

 

 
b) To adopt new Councillor Code of Conduct and complete the new Declarations of Interests forms: It was 

resolved to approve the new code of conduct. Councillors were advised to review their declarations and 
submit revised forms if necessary. 
 

c) To receive update on ongoing matters, including to agree date of Employment Committee meeting (Clerk): 
A detailed update was received from the Clerk. Meeting date to be agreed due to absence of committee 
members. 
 

SPC/22/104: To note any further correspondence received and agree response needed 
a) Parish Trees, Hedgerows and Wildflower Scheme 2022: Noted. 
 
b) Any further correspondence received after the publication of the agenda: Correspondence received had 

been circulated and responded to where appropriate, and no further action was needed. 
  
SPC/22/105: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on agenda/requests for next Agenda (no 
decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future 
agenda for consideration: Cllr C Smith reported on recent incidents of plastic white bags of dog waste disposed 
of irresponsibly in a number of locations within the Parish. Cllr C Smith was thanked by members for helping to 
clear them, but their origin remained a mystery. 
 
SPC/22/106: Date of next meeting: 15th September (Council in recess in August): Noted. 
 
 
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9:45pm. 
 
 

Signed:__________________________________  Date:____________________ 


