
1 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, March 10th 2022, at 7:15 pm, at the 

Shotley Village Hall. 

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), C Mills (Vice-chairman), B Powell, J Briscoe, M Williams, S Pallant, C Smith, 
T Ingram, County Cllr S Harley, and Mrs D Bedwell (Parish Clerk). 

 
Public gallery: There were four members of the public present. 

SPC/22/34: To receive apologies for absence:  Apologies had been received from Cllr R Green, which were 
approved by members. 
 
SPC/22/35: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak): A 
member of the public reported a fallen tree on the foreshore footpath. The landowner is to be notified. 

 
SPC/22/36: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the Agenda: Cllrs T Ingram declared a non-
pecuniary interest on item 40 and Cllr R Wrinch on item 39a). 
 
SPC/22/37: Reports  
a) County Councillor's report: A report had been circulated ahead of the meeting, and further updates were 

added by Cllr Harley upon his arrival. 
 

b) District Councillor's report: Cllr D Davis had sent his apologies due to other commitments but had also 
provided a link to his latest report, which was briefly discussed by Councillors. 

 
SPC/22/38: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on February 17th:  It was resolved to 
approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held. 
 
SPC/22/39: Planning matters  

Applications:  
 

a) DC/22/01059 - 1 Hill House Cottages, Wades Lane - Erection of part two-storey, part single extensions 
(following demolition of an outbuilding): Following due consideration and on balance, it was resolved to 
recommend the approval of this planning application. The recommendation included a condition that the 
materials selected were more sympathetic to the surrounding area. 
 
Correspondence: 

b) B/12/00500/FUL Former HMS Ganges Site- Update: Cllrs C Mills and R Wrinch provide a brief update on 
recent developments: A meeting had been held in Woolverstone to discuss the traffic management plan, 
proposed mitigating measures and terms of the S106 agreement. County Cllr S Harley was asked to 
trigger the process that would allow access to some of the S106 agreement funds likely to be needed in 
the near future. The Parish Council was also required to provide a list of the area's "pinch points" ahead 
of the May 23rd meeting.  

 
The next site visit was due to take place on April 11th, and members and the Clerk were all invited to go 
along. Cllr C Smith raised some concern about the possibility that once works commenced, litter may be 
disposed off on the approach to the site. The developers had given assurances that concerns raised (with 
evidence provided) would be dully considered, if necessary, and measures taken to address them. 
 

c) Chelmondiston Neighbourhood Plan- Formal adoption of the by Babergh District Council (March 2nd 
2022); Reg 19 & Reg 20 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended): Noted. 
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SPC/22/40: Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC: Update: Cllr T Ingram informed those present that a repairs 
program was ongoing. A cash donation had been received from a member of the public and some other 
additional income, and four new volunteers had recently joined the group. Plans for the following week's 
work included repairs to a large cavity near the "pillbox" on the foreshore footpath. 
 
SPC/22/41: Queen's Platinum Jubilee celebrations 2022 -Update and considerations regarding budget and 
expenditure: A detailed report was received about all the planned activities and the progress made so far.  
 
Although funding had been applied for, a response was yet to be received, and it was necessary to start 
purchasing items and engaging contractors and services. The Clerk requested formal permission to process 
Jubilee-related expenditure whilst external funding was being processed, and members approved this. New 
cost centres had been created for posting all associated transactions, and these would be displayed on the 
annual accounts, in line with Financial Regulations and funding requirements. 
 
SPC/22/42 Finance and administration: 
a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts/bank balances and reconciliations: It 

was resolved to approve the balances/reconciliations and accounts for payment as follows: 
 

Staff Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities (includes NJC backdated 

increase) 

£2,376.40 

Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract £341.00 

Clerk's expenses £127.68 

Village Warden contract and materials £635.75 

N power (Bristol Hill conveniences energy supply) £33.60 

SCC- Streetlights- Energy and maintenance £1,416.01 

SPS CIC (materials) £791.28 

Total: £5,721.72 

Receipts:  

Food parcel donations (March) £50.00 

 
b) To receive an update on ongoing matters: A brief update was provided by the Clerk. 

 
c) To approve the appointment of the Responsible Financial Officer - Section 151 of the Local Government 

Act 1972(d) (financial administration) (D Bedwell): It was resolved to approve the appointment of the 
Responsible Financial Officer, which was an annual legal requirement. 

 
d) To approve the appointment of the Internal Auditor (SALC): As in the previous item, this was a legal 

requirement that required annual formal approval. It was resolved to appoint SALC as the Internal 
Auditor. 
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SPC/22/43: To review and approve Parish Council policies, including:  

a) a)  Suffolk Code of Conduct 

b) b)  Standing Orders 

c) c)  Financial Regulations 

d) d)  Financial Risk Assessment 

e) e)  Statement of Internal Controls 

f) f)   Risk Assessment 

g) g)  Electronic Communications Policy 

h) h)  FOI Publication Scheme 

i) i)   Salc Internal Auditor Terms of Reference 

j) j)   Community Engagement Policy 

k) k)  Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy 

l) l)   Operation London Bridge 

m) m)  Pre-planning Application Meetings with Developers Policy 

n) n)  Complaints Policy 

o) o)  Equality Diversity Policy 

p) p)  Reserves Policy (new) 

 

The revised and new policies had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. Following due 

consideration, it was resolved to approve them all. 

 

SPC/22/44: To note any further correspondence received and agree response needed: Notification of SNT 
Meeting 23/03/2022 7.30 pm at Hadleigh Town Hall: Noted. 
  
SPC/22/45: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on agenda/requests for next Agenda (no 
decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future 
agenda for consideration: Cllr C Smith suggested that he would approach the local primary school about a 
project for the provision of signs encouraging walking; It was reported that the warning/flashing light near 
the school crossing was not turned off promptly enough at times; Cllr C Mills requested an update on a phone 
box near the Church which Cllr B Powell had volunteered to report to Royal Mail , and this was provided; It 
was also reported that a section of the Church wall was collapsing and needed to be repaired; Cllr M Williams 
informed councillors of the new membership of the Village Hall Management Committee; Cllr C Mills stated 
that although he had recently tried to establish contact with parishioners who had previously shown an 
interest in being part of the play areas working group, he had not received many responses so far and this 
had hindered progress on this matter. 
 
Members also briefly discussed the devastating tragedy happening in Ukraine and how the Parish Council 
would be open to supporting local initiatives in the future.  
 
SPC/22/46: Date of next meeting: April 21st (full Council): Noted. 
 
With no other matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.20 pm. 
 
 
Signed:__________________________  Date:____________________ 
 

 


