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Minutes of a Meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday, June 17th 2021 at 7:15 pm, at 

the Shotley Village Hall. 

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), C Mills (Vice-Chairman), T Ingram, D Davis, J Briscoe, R Green, M 

Williams and Mrs D Bedwell (Parish Clerk). 

Absent: Cllr B Powell 

County and District Councils:  District Cllr D Davis.  

Public gallery: Three members of the public. 
 

SPC/21/76: Apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllr S Harvey and Miss S Pallant. 
 
SPC/21/77: Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda: Cllrs T Ingram and R Green 
declared a non-pecuniary interest on item SPC/21/85.  
 
SPC/21/78: To consider co-option onto the Council: The Chairman informed members of the process that 
would be followed for the co-option, according to the Council’s Standing Orders.  
 
Three candidates had completed the relevant forms and two had attended the previous meeting, where they 
had provided those present with some background information, as well as answered questions. The third 
candidate had been unable to attend due to the recent change in covid-restrictions and had sent their 
apologies. 
 
A recorded vote ensued and as a result, Miss Sarah Pallant was unanimously co-opted onto the Council.  
 
The two remaining candidates were thanked for their interest in the position, and it was suggested that they 
came forward if future vacancies became available. 
   
SPC/21/79: Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to allow members of the public to speak): A 
member of the public stated that they had already spoken with the Clerk about the matter they wished to 
discuss. This was in reference to the previously suggested meeting with Suffolk Police to look at ways to 
address traffic issues on Bristol Hill. 
 
A second member of the public suggested they would liaise with the Marina management with a view to 
installing a speed limit sign at the beginning of the 30-mile area by the Bristol Arms for traffic exiting the 
Marina.  
 
A further request would also be sent to Suffolk County Council Highways for additional repeater signs along 
the B1456. 
 
At this point, two members of the public left the meeting. 
 
SPC/21/80: Reports  

a) County Councillor’s report: Cllr S Harley’s report had been circulated to members ahead of the 
meeting. 
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b) District Councillor’s report: Cllr D Davis’ report had also been circulated to members. Reference was 
made to the recently awarded CIL funding to Holbrook Academy, but concerns were raised that 
capacity may rise to 800 pupils.  
There was a risk that such an increase could worsen traffic issues in the area, as a considerable 
number of students would be from outside the peninsula. There was some disappointment that 
some of the children on the peninsula had been unsuccessful in securing travel provisions.  
 

              It was agreed that the Parish Council should write to the Academy and ask about their future growth   
              plans, and how those may affect the peninsula in terms of traffic, and transport provision for local  
              families.  

 
SPC/21/81: To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 20 May 2021: It was 
resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held.   
 
SPC/21/82: Play Provision Working Group: To receive updates, including Skatepark Project: Cllr C Mills 
provided members with a brief report. The overall feedback received had been positive and the group had 
shared on social media many pictures of young people and adults using the equipment and enjoying the 
provision. Any necessary maintenance continued to be carried out by the organisers.  
 
There had been some correspondence from residents who had expressed concerns and frustration about 
noise levels. risk assessment and insurance. Questions had been answered as best as possible, taking into 
account that it was a trial period and some issues may settle in time.  
 
One of the Councillors stated that they had been approached with comments about noise and asked for 
confirmation that the trial continued to be only for six months. 
 
Another Councillor asked about what happened with regards to child safety when it rained, as the ramps 
were left in situ. Comments were made that the same would apply to any other play equipment and that 
members of the public should exercise care when accessing such facilities in wet/adverse conditions.  
 
It was confirmed that the Council’s insurance was aware of the project and the equipment used and that 
although the equipment was inspected weekly by the organisers and the warden, it was also due to be Rospa 
inspected in due course. 
 
SPC/21/83: Community Orchard Project: To consider proposal for the installation of a bench (funded by third 
party): The report received from the Group was discussed.  Members considered the proposal and some 
concerns were raised, to the extent where the final decision was split. It was agreed that although the 
proposal was approved, it was conditional, and that should there be any issues the bench may have to be 
removed or moved to another location.  
 
As stated in the proposal, the Group would be applying for the totality of the funding and no financial 
contribution would be required from the Parish Council.  
 
The request for an additional bin was not considered at this stage and a further proposal would need to be 
submitted for this as it would incur ongoing emptying costs, as well as other environmental implications. The 
Parish Council did not envisage any further financial support for the Group’s activities in light of what had 
already been granted so far.  
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SPC/21/84: Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group: To receive update and approve Terms of 
Reference: A brief update was received but no decision could be made, and the matter was deferred to the 
next meeting. 
 
SPC/21/85: Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC- To receive update: A brief report was received from Cllr T 
Ingram. The recent funding application submitted to the AONB had been unsuccessful as it had been 
oversubscribed. Minor maintenance works continued to be carried out as and when necessary. 
 
SPC/21/86: Planning matters: To consider any applications received and note decisions: There had been no 
new applications to consider. Application DC/21/02528  7 Bristol Hill for the erection of single storey rear 
extension with canopy and associated landscaping had been approved and DC/21/02342 4 Chapel Fields ( 
conditions) had also been discharged.  

 
SPC/21/87: Finance and administration: 

a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts/bank balances: It was resolved to 
approve the accounts for payment as follows: 
 

Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities £1,864.69 

Clerk's expenses (Microsoft licence, domains, BT, food parcel scheme) £310.29 

Clerk’s expenses- subsistence  £215.00 

Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract £330.00 

Village Warden contract £661.54 

Grass cutting contract £385.00 

Mr M Cordle- verge maintenance £360.00 

 
b) To approve revised version of the Internal Control Statement and Report: It was resolved to approve 

the revised Internal Control Statement, with Cllr T Ingram noted as the responsible Councillor. 
 

c) To approve the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the AGAR Part 2) for the year ended 31 
March 2021: It was resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement. 

 
d) To approve the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2021: It was resolved to approve the 

Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2021. Total Receipts for the year stood at a total of  
£89,020, and Payments £62,723, with a net movement to General Reserves of £26,297. Year-end 
balances totalled £142,871 in General and Earmarked Reserves. 

 
e) To approve the Asset Register for the year ended 31 March 2021: It was resolved to approve the Asset 

Register for 2021. 
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f) To approve the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the AGAR Part 2) for the year ended 31 March 
2021: It was resolved to approve the Accounting Statement for the year ended 31 March 2021. 

 
g) To receive updates on ongoing matters (including allotments, request for meeting with Suffolk Police, 

and overgrown hedges/paths/verges: A report on the various matters was provided by the Clerk. 
Suffolk County Council and Babergh District Council had been asked to carry out essential 
maintenance to the various overgrown areas in the village. Cllr Davis had also made some enquiries 
but no work appeared to be imminently scheduled. The Clerk had instructed a local contractor to cut 
back the overgrowth between the Primary School and East View Terrace as a matter of urgency, as 
the overgrowth on the only pedestrian link was so bad that residents were resorting to walking on the 
main road to avoid getting injured by nettles and branches.  

 
Some Councillors referred to the reports received from members of the public about the overgrowth 
on Oldhall Road, which had been raised at previous meetings. The last section approaching the 
junction was so overgrown that the road was extremely narrow and passing cars were getting 
scratched.  
 
Concern was also raised that allotment tenants would have very poor visibility when exiting the site 
and that maintenance of this section was the responsibility of the Parish Council (the landowner). The 
bird nesting season was coming to an end, and it was felt that the potential for risk to human life 
justified a decision to carry out the necessary maintenance to the Parish Council owned section of the 
verge and hedge as soon as possible. There was an available maintenance budget in place, therefore 
this was resolved by members without further consideration.  
 
Clerk to continue chasing Suffolk County Council for the remaining areas, as well as other local 
landowners/farmers. 
 
A Councillor raised the matter of a private residence where the external hedge was also very 
overgrown and presented a risk to pedestrians and vehicles. It was suggested that the contractor 
could be instructed to do both jobs at the same time. However, the remaining members disagreed 
and suggested such action could set a precedent that would be unsustainable.  
 
Alternatively, if the resident agreed, it was suggested that a work party formed by local volunteers 
could offer some assistance to tackle the issue. This would be free of charge and on a one-off basis. 
Councillor to make enquiries with the resident and confirm whether this arrangement was acceptable. 
 
The Clerk informed members of correspondence recently exchanged with the Community Payback 
team and the reasons why they were still unable to help with local projects. This would hopefully 
change once Covid restrictions were lifted but there would also be a considerable backlog and great 
demand for the service.  
 
The Clerk asked members for the deferral of allotment matters to the confidential section of the 
meeting due to the nature of issues being considered. This was agreed by all.  

 
 

SPC/21/88: To note any further correspondence received and agree any response needed: A number of 
items of correspondence about the skatepark project had been received and passed on to Cllr C Mills to 
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respond to.  All other correspondence had been circulated to members and no further responses were 
needed. 
 
SPC/21/89: Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on agenda/requests for next Agenda (no 
decisions with a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future 
agenda for consideration): The Clerk was asked to make enquiries with Suffolk County Council regarding the 
replacement bench for the area at the bottom of Bristol Hill. The bench had recently been removed as it was 
damaged and unsafe but was very popular with walkers and visitors alike. 
 
Cllr R Wrinch provided members with a brief report on the Shotley Marshes, the managed retreat and the 
England Coastal Path (and how coastal erosion in some areas may result in its diversion).  
 
A matter about recent activity at the Lloyd Road play area needed to be considered by members but due to 
the nature of the information, it was resolved to adjourn discussions to the confidential section at the end of 
the meeting.  
 
SPC/21/90: Date of next meeting: 15 July 2021: Noted. August meeting arrangements to be considered at 
the next meeting. 
 
Temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 
1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be 
discussed: It was approved to exclude any remaining members of the public. 
 
The remaining member of the public left the meeting at this point.  
 
Allotment matters: Following due consideration, it was agreed to carry out a full review of allotment 
procedures, processes, roles and pricing structures.  
 
Lloyd Road play area: It was resolved to prepare a draft letter for members’ consideration which, once 
approved by all, would be forwarded to the relevant individuals. No further action would be taken at this 
point and the matter was deemed closed. 
 
 
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.35pm. 
 
 
Signed:______________________  Date:_________________________ 
 

 


