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Minutes of the Shotley Parish Council Virtual Meeting held on Friday, April 23rd 2021 at 7:30 pm. 

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), B Powell (Vice-Chairman), C Mills, T Ingram, D Davis, J Briscoe, and 

Mrs. D Bedwell (Parish Clerk). 

County and District Councils:  District Cllr D Davis and County Cllr D Woods.  

Public gallery: One member of the public. 
 

 
The Parish Council observed a minute silence in memory of HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 
  
Public Participation at meetings: There were no members of the public in attendance at this stage. 
 
SPC/21/40: To receive and consider any apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllr R 
Green and Cllr M Williams, which were approved. 
 
SPC/21/41: To receive declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda: Cllrs T Ingram 
declared a non-pecuniary interest on item SPC/21/48. 
 
SPC/21/42: To note County and District Councillors' reports: Brief reports from both councillors were 
received. Cllr D Woods, who was standing down after 23 years as County Councillor for the area, thanked 
the Parish Council and its members for their hospitality and successful working relationship.  
 
SPC/21/43: Community Orchard Project:  

a) Further considerations regarding Anglia Water quote for the connection of a metered water supply 
(£2,493.60) and alternative connection requested (at a lower cost): The revised quote from Anglia 
Water continued to be excessive, and this coupled with the additional financial commitment of £30 
per year for the connection, meant that it would become too high a cost for the Council to be able 
to accept it. There would also be an additional cost to install the necessary pipework and to dig a 
trench between the main supply point and the new metered tap. As this crossed a footpath, SCC 
Rights of Way had been consulted for their views. 
 
A member of the Group had previously suggested that they would be willing to provide water at a 
much more modest cost. It was resolved to opt for this alternative solution, which would involve 
payment of £20 per month, over a period of six months a year during the current year, to be 
reviewed over the next two years. It was estimated that the Orchard should be established at the 
end of the three-year period, and additional water should not be needed then.  Clerk to confirm 
arrangements with Group. 

 
SPC/21/44: Planning matters: 

a) Application: DC/21/02062 Hill House, Wades Lane - Application for works to trees subject to a 
Tree Preservation Order (ES33/G6) - Fell 1no Oak. Reduce 1no Oak to half height. Remove of 
selected lower limbs of Oak and Chestnut trees along the driveway to allow light and space for 
other trees: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application. 
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b) Application: DC/21/01700 Grassy Knoll, King Edward Vii Drive, Shotley Marina - Erection of 9 No. 
flats with associated landscaping and parking: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this 
planning application. 

 
c) Application: DC/21/01706 33 Orwell View Road - Erection of single storey front and rear 

extensions, and replacement of rear windows with bi-fold doors: It was resolved to recommend 
the approval of this planning application. 
 

d) Application: DC/21/01446 - Old School House, School Road - Notification of Works to Trees in a 
Conservation Area and Protected by a Preservation Order - G1 (Holme oak)- Raise overhang up to 
5m. Reduce extended lower lateral growth by up to 2m T1 (Maple) - Reduce to previous points: It 
was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application. 
 

e) Application: DC/20/04309 - Shotley Marina Ltd, King Edward Vii Drive- Application under S73a for 
removal or variation of conditions relating to B/13/01384/FUL dated 07/03/2016. Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990. - To Vary Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) - The proposal 
seeks to amend the layouts but retain the quantum of development (19 residential units) and 
reflects the overall scale of the previous approval and falls within the same site location, as per 
revised drawings received October 2nd 2020: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this 
planning application. 
 

f) Correspondence: Appeal Reference: APP/TPO/D3505/8166 36 Great Harlings, Application for 
works to tree/s protected by Tree Preservation Order BT264/A1- Fell 2No Pine trees(T1/T2)- Due to 
vulnerability in windy conditions, branches and pinecones falling frequently, leaning and height of 
the tree and roots could cause damage to the sheds in our and neighbours’ garden: Noted. 
 
 

SPC/21/45: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on March 18th 2021:  It was 
resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting held.  
 
SPC/21/46: Finance and Administration 

a) To consider and approve the accounts for payment and note receipts: It was resolved to approve 
the accounts for payment as follows: 

Salaries, Tax, NI and pension liabilities                           £1864.69 
Clerk's expenses (Microsoft licence, E-mail domains, BT line, food 
parcel scheme, subsistence) 

£360.07 

Bristol Hill Public Conveniences cleaning contract £330.00 

Village Warden contract £651.74 

Grass cutting contract £532.50 

R Jackaman- annual truck service £70.00 
N Power (Bristol Hill wc’s) £61.34 

R Millan (Orchard) £5.23 

Colourplan (Orchard) £30.00 

SALC (annual membership) £779.67 
Asset Education (funding) £630.00 

 
b) To receive updates on ongoing matters: allotments, Lower Harlings footpath, Ganges Wood path 

resurfacing, damage to Heritage Park and Lloyd Road play area): The Clerk provided members with 
a report which included the following updates: 
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• The weekend of 26-28th March had seen a number of incidents of vandalism to the Lloyd Road 
play area (tennis courts nets and goal), the Heritage Park,  and the picnic table near the shelter 
on the foreshore. Members agreed that the picnic table should be replaced as it was very well 
used. 

• The recently purchased life ring had been secured to the signpost in the picnic area.  

• A recommendation was made by the Clerk that the warden joined the Play Provision Working 
Group, as he was RoSPA trained and regularly inspected the play areas. Members welcomed 
the suggestion. 

• A trustee of the Andrew Barfoot Trust had recently retired from the role, and unless an 
alternative Trustee was identified, this position would be transferred to the Clerk.  

• With regards to the Clerk’s application to the Woodland Trust, which would allow local 
volunteers to resurface the paths within Ganges Wood, a response had been received. 
Unfortunately, the Woodland Trust did not permit importing wood chippings onto the site 
because of the risk of pathogens and fungal diseases. On this occasion, the team of volunteers 
had been stood down, and it would be left for the Woodland Trust to affect the maintenance of 
the path in due course.  

• Correspondence had been received from the developers of "Farmside". The Council agreed to 
await the complete plans as part of the consultation process before issuing any comments.  

• Requests for verge maintenance had been received, but as SCC was due to carry out the annual 
cut in the next month, no further works were agreed at this stage.  

• The Clerk also took the opportunity to thank the volunteers who had recently resurfaced the 
Heritage Park footpaths for their hard work. 

 
Further considerations: The food parcel scheme continued to be used, and funds were in a good 
position following the recent application submitted by the Clerk for an additional £3,000. 
It was suggested that the overgrowth near the village gates was cut back and that the gates were 
re-painted- Clerk to action. 

                        
c) To approve the process of councillor co-option (to take place in May 2021): Members approved the 

co-option poster and form, as circulated by the Clerk. The co-option would take place at the June 
meeting. 
 

d) To approve revised version of Internal Control Statement and Report: Deferred to a future 
meeting. 
 

e) To agree on arrangements for return to face-to-face meetings (May 2021): The process for the 
return to face-to-face meetings was agreed. A request was put forward for meetings to be 
streamed live. Clerk to look into how and if this could be achieved, as members agreed that it 
would be a positive progression.  
 

SPC/21/47: Play Provision Working Group: To receive update: Cllr C Mills provided a brief report. There 
had been some recent developments around the possibility of a skatepark in Shotley.  Cllr Mills was hoping 
to liaise with members of the public who had been involved with this matter in the past.  The idea had 
been muted a number of times, but some momentum was building and options would be explored.  
Members contributed to the debate with various perspectives and advice regarding siting, funding, risk 
assessment, etc. The Parish Council was not presently being asked for funding but for support and 
guidance in the process. 
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SPS/21/48: Shotley Peninsula Shoreline CIC- To receive update: Cllr T Ingram provided an update on all 
the works recently carried out by the Group to the foreshore footpath and Heritage Park. The Group had 
met with a consultant for some professional advice, and a report was awaited.  
 
SPC/21/49: To consider an application for funding for £630 from the Shotley CP School (pond dipping 
platform): It was resolved to approve this funding application.  
 
SPC/21/50: Correspondence: It was noted that the MSDC/BDC Joint Local Plan had been submitted for 
independent examination to the Secretary of State. 
 
SPC/21/51: Reports from Councillors/requests for addition on future agendas for consideration: A 
representative from the RSPB was due to visit the foreshore in order to assess the damage caused by the 
recent burning of an abandoned boat. Depending on the response received and permission from the 
landowner, a group of volunteers should be able to clear the debris if necessary. 
 
Cllr R Wrinch informed members of his plans to develop the land adjacent to Chapel Fields, not just with 
housing development but also with amenities to benefit the local community, which could potentially 
include an area of land for a skatepark. There would be a housing survey delivered to all the households in 
the village in the next few weeks to assess local views and needs, and an application would be submitted 
to Babergh District Council in due course.  Cllr R Wrinch would be declaring a pecuniary interest on this 
matter in the future, as advised by the Clerk.  
 
The co-option process was discussed again. Members agreed that following completion of the relevant 
forms (as agreed under item 46 c)), candidates should attend the May meeting ahead of their co-option at 
the June meeting. An additional opportunity to meet candidates, either face-to-face or via zoom, could 
also be arranged if members wished before the June meeting. This course of action was agreed by all. 
 
SPC/21/52: Date of next meeting:  May 20th (Annual Parish Council Meeting) and May 27th (Annual Parish 
Meeting). 
 
SPC/21/53: Temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at 
meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the 
business to be discussed. Motion approved by members. 
 
SPC/21/54: To consider nominations for the Shotley Community Awards 2021: Members agreed on the 
process for the approval of community award nominations, in that it should continue to be informal and 
not require completion of pre-agreed forms for the time being.  
 
With no further matters to be considered, the meeting ended at 10:10 pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:______________________________  Date:_____________________________ 

 
 


