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Shotley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 5th December 2019 (7.15pm) at the Village 

Hall, The Street, Shotley. 

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), B Powell (Vice -chairman), C Mills, J Briscoe, D Davis and Mrs D 

Bedwell (Parish Clerk). 

County and District Councils: County Cllr D Woods and District Cllr D Davis.  

Public gallery: Three members of the public. 

 
SPC/19/56: To receive and consider any apologies for absence:  Apologies for absence had been 
received from Cllrs T Ingram. M Williams, R Green and R Bareham, which were approved. 
 
SPC/19/57: To receive declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and note any new 
additions to the register: None declared by Councillors. The Clerk informed members that in relation to 
item SPC/19/60 she was the charity’s independent auditor. 
 
SPC/19/58: Reports by County and District Councillors: Both County Cllr D Woods and District Cllr D 
Davis provided a brief verbal report due to electoral constraints posed by the general election. 
   
SPC/19/59: Public participation at meetings: Meeting open to the public : A member of the public 
asked about provision of play equipment for older children at the Lloyd Road play area and was 
informed that a new working group had recently been formed in order to progress the project for the 
delivery of new play equipment, both at Lloyd Road and at Kingsland. There was also an appeal for 
interested parties, such as parents of children, to join the group or simply attend the meetings and put 
forward their views. 
 
SPS/19/60: To consider Shotley Kidzone application for funding (following Manager’s presentation): 
The Kidzone Manager gave members a brief presentation outlining the expansion plans for the Early 
Years’ care provision. A substantial capital funding application had also been submitted to Babergh 
District Council as part of the CIL bidding process.  
 
The facility, which had been in existence for the past 23 years, currently cared for over one hundred 
children over the space of one week, from breakfast clubs to day-time sessions, to after school clubs. 
The land necessary for the project had been secured though a long erm lease but should there be an 
issue with it in the future, the building could be sited elsewhere. The overall cost of the project was 
expected to be in the region of £150k, as the facility prepared for the inevitable growth that 
development in the area would result in. The success of Kidzone was well demonstrated by their recent 
“Outstanding” Ofsted report. 
 
Cllr D Davis abstained from voting due to his position within Babergh District Council. 
 
Following a brief question and answer session, it was resolved to approve the funding of £1,500. 
 
SPC/19/61: To approve expenditure and works needed for the Community Orchard Project:  
Following a brief discussion, members agreed that although they were in support of the idea in 
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principle, in order for it to be seen as a Community Project there should be a number of people 
championing the project rather than just the resident who had approached the Parish Council.  
 
In addition, the amount being requested (£500) appeared high, in comparison to the previously 
considered funding application, when the level of community benefit was taken into account.  
 
Members admired the passion demonstrated by the parishioner driving the project but would prefer to 
see further commitment from a community group. It was also mentioned that other organisations, such 
as Viking Forest and/or Babergh District Council, may be able to help with free trees. 
 
In summary, members resolved to support the idea in principle, providing: 

• There was a clearer mandate from a dedicated community group,  

• Members of the public were invited to sponsor the trees (which would lower the project costs) 

• The group would commit to maintaining the orchard once it was planted and established,  

• There was further research carried out with regards to types of trees, costs of materials, etc. 

• If all these conditions were achieved, the Parish Council’s main contribution would be to 
organise the clearance of the site, currently identified as the section of brambles and scrub at 
the end of the Heritage Park near Stourside (junction with Estuary Road) 

 
It was further agreed that a notice should be published informing members of the public of the project 
and inviting anyone to join the group, sponsor a tree or comment, ahead of the January meeting, at 
which stage further considerations would be made. 
 
SPC/19/62: To consider sponsoring a Shotley Social Club outing in commemoration of VE Day 2020: 
Deferred to the next meeting. 
 
SPC/19/63: To receive update from the Shotley Peninsula Shoreline Community Interest Company: A 
brief report was received from one of the members, including: 

• The Group had been liaising with another local group regarding additional publicity during their 
events 

• A complete dossier of information about the shoreline was being prepared to assist with future 
requests for assistance from external organisations in terms of measures to control/mitigate 
coastal erosion 

• The foreshore pilings were being marked with white paint every ten meters so that the beach 
profile could be measured 

• The Group was considering possible repairs to the section of overturned single gabions and 
would be approaching the landowner for agreement 

 
In addition to the Group’s comments, Cllr R Wrinch added that he had been in contact with Natural 
England with regards to the Harwich dredging project and how Shotley foreshore may benefit from it, 
who in turn had advised the group to approach the Marine Management Organisation. No dates had 
been set, so projects would need to be considered as and when they came forward. 
 
There would be the need for some form of “bunding”, which would hold the materials together but 
some particulars would not be known until the dredging actually started.  
 
Shotley would only be able to put a draft project together, in readiness, and progress it to the next 
stage once the information was forthcoming.  The Clerk agreed to start making informal enquiries with 
the MMO so that a draft licence was ready for submission when the time was right. 
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SPC/19/64: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st November 2019: 
Deferred to the next meeting. 
 
SPC/19/65: Babergh District Council- Planning Matters 

a)  To consider applications received from Babergh District Council: 

• DC/19/05538 - Former Peninsula Boatyard, King Edward Vii Drive- Variation of Condition 1 
(…)without compliance with condition 1 of associated non-material amendment 
DC/19/01076) Changes to site layout due to required re-location of LPG tank, foul pump, 
design changes to bin stores, inclusion of 1no. infrastructure store and additional fencing: 
No objections raised. 
 

• DC/19/04952 and DC/19/04951 - Charity Farmhouse, Wades Lane- Application for Listed 
Building Consent - Erection of single storey rear link extension following removal of existing; 
Erection of first floor rear extension; Householder Planning Application- Erection of single 
storey rear link extension following removal of existing; Erection of first floor rear extension: 
No objections raised. 

 
b)  To note Approvals/Refusals/Any other planning correspondence: No further notifications had 

been received. 
  

SPC/19/66: Finance 
a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts/bank balances: It was 

resolved to approve the accounts for payment. The bank statements were not available, 
therefore balances would be circulated to councillors at a later date. 
 

b) To receive initial recommendations for the draft budget and precept 2020/2021: Deferred to 
January’s Finance Working Group meeting. 

 
SPC/19/67: To note any further correspondence received and agree any response needed: All 
correspondence received had been circulated to members and there were no further actions needed. 
 
SPC/19/68: Reports from Parish Councillors on matters not itemised on agenda (no decisions with a 
financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for 
consideration): Cllr R Wrinch reported on the progress of the undergrounding of cables near his area; 
Cllr J Briscoe asked another Cllr for some information pertaining to the allotment padlock, in order for 
the monitoring of it to be enabled; Cllr D Davis thanked Cllr R Wrinch for his recent assistance with 
Wades Lane and its residents over a matter. 
 
SPC/19/69: Date of next meeting: January 9th (Finance WG) and January 16th (full Council) 2020. 
  
SPC/19/70: Refreshments 

 

With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 8.30pm. Seasonal refreshments were 

served to those present. 

Signed:__________________________  Date:_________________________________ 


