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Shotley Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 17th October 2019 (7.15pm) at the Village 

Hall, The Street, Shotley. 

Present: Cllrs R Wrinch (Chairman), B Powell (Vice -chairman), C Mills, D Davis, M Williams, R Green, T 

Ingram and Mrs D Bedwell (Parish Clerk). 

County and District Councils: District Cllr D Davis and County Cllr D Woods.  

Public gallery: Six members of the public. 

 
SPC/19/20: To receive and consider any apologies for absence: Apologies for absence had been 
received from Cllrs J Briscoe and R Bareham and these were approved by Council. 
  
SPC/19/21: To receive declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and note any new 
additions to the register: Cllrs T Ingram and R Green declared a non-pecuniary interest on item SPC /19 
/25. Cllr C Mills declared a pecuniary interest on item SPC/19/26 a) i). 
 
SPC/19/22: Reports by County and District Councillors: County Cllr D Woods gave those present a brief 
verbal report, which included reference to the Boundary Commission review, policies pertaining to 
speed limits and Sizewell C. Cllr Woods and SCC were thanked for the recent installation of “cat’s eyes” 
on part of the B145 in Shotley. A full report had been received by members ahead of the meeting and 
had been published by the Parish Council. 
  
District Cllr D Davis read his report to the meeting and made reference to the recent Gate Fam appeal 
decision.  Members of the public expressed their disappointment at this decision and asked who they 
could direct their own appeal to. Cllr Davis agreed to provide this information directly. Cllr D Davis’ full 
report had also been received by members ahead of the meeting and would be published by the Parish 
Council in due course. 
 
SPC/19/23: Public participation at meetings: Meeting open to the public to allow members of the 
public to speak: Member of the public had already approached Cllr Davis with enquiries pertaining to 
Gate Farm Road. Reference was made to a breeze block which had been removed from the entrance to 
the village hall. 
 
SPC/19/24: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th September 2019: 
Deferred to the next meeting. It was agreed that an action list would be circulated in future to assist 
members with tracking progress of resolutions. 
  
SPC/19/25: To receive update from the Shotley Peninsula Shoreline Community Interest Company 
and consider any requests/proposals (items of a confidential nature to be considered in the 
confidential section): A brief report was read out by Cllr T Ingram. Members discussed the recently 
publicised Haven Gateway expansion plans, which would include a considerable removal of dredging 
from the riverbed. Although concerns were raised about the potential impacts, on the other hand, this 
was perceived as an opportunity, as dredging held by a bund could be used on our foreshore. As the 
whole area was protected landscape, a full consultation process would be in order and it was important 
that the Parish Council took part in it when the time came. 
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SPC/19/26: Babergh District Council- Planning Matters 
a)  To consider applications received from Babergh District Council: None received. 

 
b)  To note Approvals/Refusals: 

i) DC/19/04377 Land Adjacent to Frogs Alley- Discharge of Conditions- Conditions satisfied. 
Cllr C Mills did not leave the room as no discussion took place and the decision was simply 
noted by Council. 
 

ii) DC/19/03088 - 13 Great Harlings - Creation of dropped kerb to form vehicular access: 
Planning permission granted. 

 
iii) DC/19/02229 “Innisfree”, Estuary Crescent - Severance of garden and erection of one 

detached dwelling, creation of new vehicular access: Planning permission granted. 
 

c) Other planning correspondence: DC/19/03693 - 1 Styngham Cottages, Main Road- Erection of a 
two-storey side extension: To note that the application has been withdrawn. 
 
DC/18/02852 - LDC for 13 caravans for permanent residential use - Shotley caravan park- 
Appeal allowed. 
 

SPC/19/27: To receive reports from Committees, Working Groups and Representatives and agree any 
actions needed: 

a) Neighbourhood Development Plan W G: To consider and approve Terms of Reference: Cllr D 
Davis gave members a very brief update, as a further meeting was yet to take place. This was 
planned for December, so the approval of the TOR’S was deferred to a future meeting. 
 

b) Facilities and Open Spaces: 
i) To receive Play Areas Working Group update (Cllr CM): No further meeting had been held 

therefore there was no further update at this point. 
 

ii) Telephone Kiosk near St Mary’s Church- to consider proposals report- Cllr CM: deferred to a 
future meeting. 

 
SPC/19/28: To receive update on the provision of life saving aids along the waterfront in Shotley Gate 
(including expenditure, liability implications and landowner notification): One of the individuals who 
the Clerk needed to seek permission from was on annual leave, therefore no update was available at 
this point. The representative of the Marchioness of Bristol Estate had also been contacted but had not 
returned a response. Clerk to continue pursuing. 
 
SPC/19/29: To consider correspondence from Suffolk Police re. funding of PCSO: Cllr M Williams 
reported on the Police Forum meeting she had recently attended and provided information relevant to 
the discussion.  Following some debate, it was resolved not to participate in the scheme. This was 
mainly due to the cost implication but also the added concern that offices would not be available at the 
times when their presence was needed, as their shift finished at 5.00pm. There was also de added risk 
that they would be constantly deployed to urban areas, where crime and anti-social behaviour where 
much worse that countryside villages, and would be of very small benefit to Shotley. 
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SPC/19/30: To consider provision of additional dog bins and approve related expenditure (Report by 
Cllr JB): Members took the opportunity to thank Cllr J Briscoe for all her hard work in researching the 
topic and preparing the report, which had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. 
 
The various options within the report were discussed and it was agreed to purchase a new Glasdon red 
bin to be installed on Cow Lane, as it was a very well used route. There would be no risk of it impacting 
any residents, therefore it was not felt that further consultation was needed. Clerk to action. 
 
SPC/19/31: Finance and administration 

a) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts/bank balances:  It was 
resolved to approve the accounts for payment and bank balances were noted. 

 
b) Babergh District Council’s “Community Infrastructure Levy” correspondence and PIIP: The 

correspondence was discussed by members, with Cllr D Davis stating that he believed larger 
plans and capital projects  brought about by the Neighbourhood Plan would require funding 
from the larger CIL pot and not from the Parish Council Neighbourhood Cil. 
 

  
c) To receive External Audit Report (Y/E 31 March 2019) and note any recommendations: The 

External Auditor report was received by members and approved. The conclusion of audit notice 
had been displayed on the website and notice boards, as per legal requirement. 
 

d) First and second quarter accounts, draft budget and precept (to note Finance WG Meeting 14th 
November 2019): Meeting date and venue noted. Clerk was asked to prepare and send a 
Microsoft Outlook calendar for members. 

 
e) To approve meeting dates for 2020: It was resolved to approve the meeting dates for 2020, 

which the Clerk would also add to the Outlook calendar in due course. 
 

f) Clerk’s report: The Clerk presented her report to members and added that a separate report 
had been prepared for the Intouch magazine, which gave an update to members of the public 
on what the Parish Council had achieved in the past few months. 
 

SPC/19/32: Highways matters: To debate possibility of a one-way system in Kingsland, including 
process and cost implications: Members discussed the various positive and negative aspects of a one-
way system, the legal process which would need to be followed and the potential cost implications of 
the process. County Cllr D Woods suggested that he would prepare some initial costings to give the 
Parish Council some ideas for further consideration even though he had marked reservations against 
the proposal. Building of the new Babergh properties was not due to be completed until the following 
year, therefore any impact on traffic safety and  flow could be re-considered at a later stage.  
 
SPC/19/33: To note any further correspondence received and agree any response needed, including: 

a) Suffolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan Modifications consultation: Noted. 
 

c) Policing Meeting (31.10.2019 7:00pm Ipswich Community Church, Wilberforce Street, Ipswich): 
noted. 
 

d) Suffolk County Council- consultation on division boundaries (ends 2nd December 2019): Noted. 
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e) Holbrook Academy- To approve sponsorship of £30- Presentation Evening Awards 2019: The 
Clerk informed members that as a member of the Governing Body for Holbrook Academy, she 
would be excluding herself from discussions. It was resolved to approve sponsorship of £30 for 
the “Work in the Community Award”, which Cllr D Davis volunteered to present. 

 
SPC/19/34: Reports from Parish Councillors on matters not itemised on agenda (no decisions with a 
financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for 
consideration): Cllr B Powell had been approached by a resident who wished to seek permission to 
plant a number of trees on Parish Council land. Clerk to add to next agenda for consideration. 
 
Cllr M Williams asked Cllr D Davis for an update regarding a number of Babergh DC matters, such as the 
parking area in Kingsland, a number of unkept gardens in the same area and some garages in Great 
Harlings. Cllr D Davis would report back in due course, as he had a site visit the following day with a 
fellow BDC Cabinet Member. 
 
Cllr R Wrinch reported that the undergrounding of cables on Wades Lane was due to start very soon. 
 
Cllr C Mills informed members that he would me meeting with the local MP Mr J Cartlidge the next day 
and was happy to pass on any comments from members. 
 
 
SPC/19/35: Date of next meeting: November 21st2019: Noted. 
  
SPC/19/36: To consider and approve the temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to 
the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting 
due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed: Members of the public left the meeting at 
this point. 
 
SPC/19/37: SPS CIC and UKPN survey related matters, including reports received: The Clerk provided a 
report on the response received from UKPN regarding any further releases of the survey document.  
 
Members agreed that SPS CIC should be permitted to publish their press release (as shared with the 
Parish Council) in order to keep their supporters and audience informed.  
 
Further actions pertaining to the UKPN survey were agreed- Clerk to action. 
 
The Haven Gateway expansion plans and resulting dredging was discussed again and, as a result, Cllr R 
Wrinch was formally given a mandate to meet with representatives of that organisation in order to 
express the Parish Council’s views ahead of the consultation process. 
 
 
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.20pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:_______________________  Date:___________________________ 
 
 

 


