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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting of the Shotley Parish Council held on Thursday 17th May 

2018 at the Village Hall, The Street, Shotley. 

Present: Cllrs B Powell (Chairman), R Wrinch (Vice-Chairman), R Green, J Catling, M Williams, B Nichols, J 

Catling, N Green, G Richens and Mrs D Bedwell (Parish Clerk). 

County and District Councils: District Cllr D Davis and County Cllr D Woods. District Cllr P Patrick’s 

apologies were noted. 

Public gallery:  Nine members of the public. 

 

1. To elect Chairman: It was resolved to appoint Cllr B Powell Chairman of the Council. 
 

2. To elect Vice-chairman: It was resolved to appoint Cllr R Wrinch Vice-chairman of the Council. 
 

3. Apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllr B Higgs and District Cllr P Patrick. 
 

4. Declarations of interest with regard to items on the agenda and additions to register: Cllr R Wrinch 
declared a pecuniary interest on item 8 (i) c); Cllr R Green non-pecuniary on items 8 (i)b) and 8 (i) d); Cllr G 
Richens pecuniary on item 14 and non-pecuniary on 10 (viii). 
 

5. Reports  
(i)  County Councillor’s report: Cllr D Woods reported on the current position of the Highways authority 

with regards to surface repairs, in particular pot holes, and the matrix that was used to effect repairs. 
When asked about the possibility of members of the public repairing pot holes, Cllr D Woods stated 
that the individual would be liable for any issues therefore it was not advisable.  
On the matter of Verge/hedge maintenance, this was only carried out three to four times a year on 
“A” roads and once or twice on “B” Roads. The top end of Church Road was already a concern and it 
appeared that it would fall to local people to cut back the overgrowth in order to make it safer to 
access yet again. 

   
(ii)  District Councillors’ reports: District Cllr D Davis reported on the recent increase of housing stock 

that Babergh had taken delivery of and his new role as Cabinet Member. Cllr D Davis assured those 
present that he had met with solicitors and the Monitoring Officer at Babergh District Council, 
following concerns regarding any conflict of interest between his various professional roles and had 
been informed that there had been no wrong doing on his part and that he had adhered to both the 
Journalist’s Code of Conduct and the Suffolk Code of Conduct. 
 
Cllr D Davis advised the Chairman that he ought to declare a pecuniary interest on matters pertaining 
to the Shotley Pier and that not doing so was a criminal offence. He was informed that Cllr B Powell 
had not only previously declared a pecuniary interest on this matter but also been granted a 
dispensation by Council. Cllr B Powell’s purchase of a £1 share had been part of the process of 
becoming a Director and there would be no personal gain associated with it. 
 
On the matter od Pecuniary Interests, Cllr D Davis was asked for his reasons for voting in support of a 
planning application in Chelmondiston for twenty-four houses at a recent BDC Planning Committee 
meeting, when the Parish Council had voted strongly against it and there had also been considerable 
representation against it from his constituents.   
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Cllr Davis explained that District Councillors are not pre-determined or pre-disposed when attending 
a Planning Committee hearing, that they will listen to what is said and to the planning officer’s 
recommendations before making a personal decision on how to vote. 
 
Cllr Davis was then asked if the land owner in question happened to be a client who paid for 
advertising on his website, would he consider that to be a pecuniary interest and would he declare it 
as such, to which Cllr Davis said yes and that he had declared it at the meeting in question. 

 
6. Public participation at meetings (Meeting open to the public to allow members of the public to speak):  

Cllr D Davis was asked by a member of the public if he got paid for the advertising on his website, to which 
Cllr D Davis stated he did not wish to answer the question at that point and requested the question was put 
to him in writing. 

 
Cllr D Davis was also asked if he knew why two planning applications pertaining to the Gate Farm Caravan 
Park had disappeared from the Babergh Planning portal. This had happened whilst the site was going 
through a recent sale process. The same member of the public asked the Clerk if she kept on file planning 
applications for the past ten years, to which she replied affirmatively.  
Cllr D Davis was aware of one of the applications not being available and was making enquiries with Planning 
legal about it as it was relevant to an application for lawfulness of use and would follow up the member of 
the public’s formal enquiry on this matter with the planning authority. 
 
Another member of the public asked the council a number of questions pertaining to the Parish Plan and 
lack of recorded evidence of progress made since 2006, with a recommendation that members considered 
adopting as best practise an annual critical appraisal.  
 
The Clerk informed the public that although she had not been the Clerk between 2006 and 2014, she was 
aware that other matters had become priorities for the Council and that the focus had been taken of this 
document but that she would endeavour to bring it up to date. 
 

7. To approve the minutes of the meeting held 19th April 2018: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a 
true record of the meeting held. 
 

8. Planning matters 
(i) To consider applications received from Babergh District Council: 

a) DC/18/01988/01989 Red House Farm, Wades Lane-  Conversion of existing cart lodge into 
1no.  dwelling & application for listed building consent: It was resolved to recommend the 
approval of this planning application. 
 

b) DC/18/01792 The Moorings, Bristol Hill- Erection of extension: Cllr R Green left the room due 
to a declaration of pecuniary interest. It was resolved to recommend the approval of this 
planning application. Cllr R Green returned to the room. 

 
c) DC/18/00873 Land adjacent to Frogs Alley- Partial change of use to provide glamping (max of 

six tents) and to facilitate event hosting. Erection of outbuilding to provide toilet/shower 
facilities and storage capacity in connection with existing vineyards operated by the applicant. 
As simplified by the submission of an Addendum to the Design and Access Statement and a 
Glamping Management Plan received 18/04/2018: Cllr R Wrinch left the room due to a 
declaration of pecuniary interest. The applicant was invited to give members an update as to 
the changes that had been made to the application since its last submission.  
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Following receipt of this update, Cllr G Richens referred to the items which had been of 
concern previously but that appeared to have been adressed by the new management plan, 
such as waste, light pollution, maximum number of tents, parking facilities, etc and was of the 
view that this new business venture would be a very good opportunity for Shotley and would 
be positive for other local businesses too. With this in mind and the reassurances given by the 
applicant, it was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application. Cllr R 
Wrinch returned to the room. 
 

d) DC/18/01908 1 Bristol Hill, Shotley Gate- Erection of single storey side/rear extension: It was 
resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application. 
 

(ii) To note Approvals/Refusals 
a) DC/18/01435 66 Great Harlings, Shotley Gate- Erection of single storey rear roof extension 

(following demolition of conservatory)- Planning Permission Granted. 
 

(iii) Planning Correspondence: There was no further correspondence. 
 

9. Finance and administration 
(i) To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2017/2018 (Section 1 of the AGAR for Year ended 31 

March 2018): deferred. 
 

(ii) To consider and approve the annual accounts for year ended 31 March 2018: Deferred. 
 

(iii) To consider and approve the Asset Register for the year ended 31 March 2018: Deferred. 
 

(iv) To approve the Accounting Statements 2017/2018 (Section 2 of the AGAR for year ended 31 March 
2018): Deferred. 

 
(v) To consider and approve accounts for payment and note receipts/bank balances: It was resolved to 

approve the accounts for payment. Cllr B Nichols was due to go to Barclays bank in order to retrieve 
the relevant bank statements needed by the Clerk, therefore the current bank balances were not 
available at this point. 

 
(vi) To approve annual Standing Orders/Direct debits: It was resolved to approve the Standing 

Orders/Direct Debits for this financial year. 

 Stour and Orwell Society 

 Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

 Kingsland Lease 

 Clerk’s pension 
 

(vii) Clerk’s report: A brief report was received from the clerk. 
 

10. To approve Committees and Working Groups’ memberships/liaison Councillors: It was resolved to approve 
the following appointments and to remove the “Shotley Gate Community Shop Working Group” from the 
listing: 

(i) Employment Committee: Cllrs B Powell, M Williams N Green and J Catling 
(ii) Employment Committee Appeals:  Cllrs R Wrinch, R Green and B Higgs 
(iii) Complaints Committee: Cllrs B Powell, R Wrinch and R Green 
(iv) Complaints Committee Appeals: Cllrs G Richens and N Green  
(v) Finance Working Group: Cllrs B Powell, N Green, J Catling and B Nichols 
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(vi) Facilities and Open Spaces Working Group: R Wrinch and M Williams 
(vii)Shotley Open Space liaison: Cllrs M Williams, R Wrinch and B Powell 

             (viii) Village Hall Committee liaison: Cllrs B Nichols and J Catling 
             (ix)  Ganges Museum liaison: Cllr M Williams 
             (x) Shotley Pier Project liaison: Cllr J Catling 
             (xi) Babergh East Police and Parish Forum liaison: Cllrs B Higgs, M Williams and N Green 
             (xii) Harwich International Port (Local Authority Liaison Cte): Cllrs R Wrinch, B Powell and G Richens 
 
11. To consider request for the use of Kingsland and Lloyd Road open spaces for fitness classes: Members 

agreed in principle with the request and were happy to allow a taster session to take place. This should also 
address a number of items that would need to be considered at a future date if it became a more regular 
event, such as what age groups, dates and times, type of equipment used, noise/disturbance level, first aid 
provision and popularity within the village. 
 

12. Section of damaged gabions on RSPB land- To receive update and consider any action to be taken: A brief 
update was received from Cllr R Wrinch but the matter was deferred, as the updated recommendation from 
the contractor had not been received. 
 

13. To consider request for funding from the Centenary Commemoration Committee (1918 -2018 End of 
WW1-The Great War): Deferred to the next meeting. 
  

14. Phase 3 Coastal Erosion Protection: Cllr G Richens left the room due to a declaration of pecuniary interest. 
(i) Public meeting 15.05.2018- To receive report and note any action points for the Parish Council: Cllr R 

Wrinch gave those present a brief report. It had been established that none of the statutory bodies 
were willing/able to progress Phase 3 but that they were all supportive. After a challenging start, the 
Parish Council had appealed for members of the public to come forward and form a steering group 
which would assist in the formation of the constituted body that would eventually lead the project. 
Whether this would be a Charity or a Community Interest Company was uncertain at this point.  
 
Cllr R Green had been appointed Parish Council representative within the group and an inaugural 
meeting was in the process of being organised. 

   
(ii) Notes of meeting with Statutory Bodies held on 27 March 2018: 

a) To consider the approval of variation request (extension, name on licence) to the existing 
Marine Management Licence and associated costs: It was resolved to approve the variation 
requests to the MMO licence once the constituted body (referred to on the previous item of 
this agenda) was formed and the expenditure of up to £250 for this was approved. 
 

b) To consider grant funding amount to help with setting up costs for community group 
willing to progress Phase 3 (should one come forward): It was agreed that the Parish Council 
was in full support of the initiative and that decisions regarding specific expenditure would be 
made once the relevant figures were available for consideration. 

 
15. To note any further correspondence received and agree any response needed: 

(i) Letter received from District Cllr D Davis: It was reported that Cllr D Davis had been sent a letter by 
the Parish Council, approved by all councillors then present except one, expressing their 
disappointment at the way Cllr D Davis reported on matters pertaining to this council on his “Shotley 
Peninsula News and Features” website. Cllr D Davis articles cast doubts on matters to do with the 
council, were entirely negative and the content was at times not accurate.  
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This was not deemed acceptable or appropriate from a District Councillor and should he continue to 
do so, he would no longer be invited to attend the council meetings in that posotion, although he 
would always be able to attend as a member of the public. 
 
Cllr G Richens said that he had not been in agreement with the council and had voted against the 
sending of this letter, which in his view should be retracted. 
 
Cllr D Davis had sent a reply to the Council demanding a retraction and apology and a decision had 
been made to discuss this at the meeting in order to decide whether a further reply was justified or 
whether the status quo should be left exactly as it was. 
 
Cllr D Davis had also sent the Council notification of an article which he intended publishing on 
“Shotley Peninsula News and Features” on May 14th with a 24 hour deadline for a reply from the 
Parish Council, to which he had received no reply. 
 
A discussion ensued between members and Cllr D Davis but as progress was not being made, a 
suggestion was put forward and agreed that a meeting with Cllr D Davis was organised in order to 
address the current issues with his reporting of the Parish Council and Parish meetings. 
 

 
16. Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on agenda/requests for next Agenda (no decisions with 

a financial implication are permitted to be made at this point and should be added to a future agenda for 
consideration): Cllr B Nichols reported on the recently installed post box on Bristol Hill, that someone 
appeared to have removed the wrapping but as the box had not yet been adopted any post deposited would 
not be processed.  
 
The Clerk expressed her disappointment that earlier in the meeting it had been intimated that a reply to Cllr 
D Davis’ e-mail of May 14th had not been sent because “she had been busy”.  
Regardless of the Clerk’s busy schedule, she had circulated the e-mail to a number of councillors on the 
same day in order to ascertain whether a response within the 24 hour period would be required of her.  
 
Members had instructed the Clerk not to respond, therefore the Clerk asked for this to be clarified to Cllr D 
Davis rather than her work schedule be used as a justification for elected non-response by members, 
particularly when Cllr D Davis had already alluded to this incorrectly in one of his previous articles. As part of 
her role the Clerk was prepared to protect the Council but this should not be to the detriment of her 
professional capacity. 
 
The Clerk then read out an extract from Cllr D Davis e-mail, as follows: “On a separate note, SOS and 

Peninsula News understand the parish clerk Dina Bedwell has complained about the Welcome to Shotley 

sign, which used to be at the entrance to the village and is now at the village hall grounds. If so, were 

the parish council aware she had made this complaint. Also, did Mrs Bedwell make this complaint on 

behalf of the Parish Council, or as an individual?” 
 

The Clerk had then contacted the Head of Enforcement at Babergh District Council with regards to this 

matter and his response was that he had spoken with Cllr D Davis about the village sign and that Cllr D Davis 

had been advised categorically that the complaint had not come from either a member of the Parish Council 

or the Parish clerk, and that it had come from an individual entirely separate from the parish council. The 

Head of Enforcement also added that it was “completely unacceptable for complainants to be subject to any 

kind of harassment, and equally unacceptable for someone who hasn’t lodged a complaint to be accused and 
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then harassed”.  

Councillors who had not been privy to some of the issues raised expressed their concern that they felt 
excluded. Members were reassured that this may not always have been intentional (councillors with 
declarations of pecuniary interests would not be included in correspondence pertaining to those items) but 
that in order to ensure that no councillor felt left out, the matter would be discussed and addressed 
internally. 
 
Cllr G Richens had been particularly disappointed to find out that not only had he been excluded from a 

meeting which had included other members of the Parish Council, but also that some e-mails which had 

been circulated to other councillors, had not been circulated to him. 

 
Temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 
1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be 
discussed 
 

17. To receive and consider any further nominations for Community Awards 2018: There had been no further 
nominations for Community Awards.  
 
Cllrs M Williams and B Nichols left the meeting due to other commitments and Cllr R Green was co-opted 
onto the Employment Committee in order to allow matters of this committee to be brought to the Council’s 
attention. Notes of this part of the meeting are strictly confidential. 
 

 

With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 10.50pm. 

 

 

 

Signed:____________________________________________  Date:_________________________ 


