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Minutes of the Shotley Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 16th June 2014 at 7pm in the Large 
Committee Room, Shotley Village Hall 

 
Present:  Councillors R Wrinch (Chairman), N Bugg,  J Catling, T Ingram,  M Williams, G  Pugh,  

 I Peters, District Cllr T Roberts and  Mrs D Bedwell  (Clerk). 
 
In attendance:  No public present. 
 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllrs G Richens, B Nichols and 

County Cllr D Woods. 
 

2. To receive declarations of interest and consider any dispensation requests received: None received. 
 
3. Suspension of standing orders: Meeting open for 5 minutes to allow members of the public to speak: 

No public present. 
 
4. To approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19 May 2014: Subject to two minor 

corrections (Alexanders and Tyrrell ), it was resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the 
meeting held. 

 
5. Matters to report from previous meetings and to consider any further action, Including: 

 
 
5.1 To consider adding the maintenance of the footpath between Visdelou Terrace and Tudor 

Close to the grass cutting contract: This hedge had been previously maintained by the grass 
cutting contractor employed by the Parish Council, even though it had not been included on 
his contract specification. The Clerk was asked to get a quote from Mr Meacock in order for 
a decision to be made as to whether this item would be included in the existing 
specification. Clerk to action. 
 

5.2 Additional waste bin for street warden-update: The Clerk had requested an additional bin  
from Babergh DC and its delivery to the litter warden was imminent. 

 
5.3 Bins included in the Babergh DC contract- update: Deferred as Mr D Whymark (Babergh DC 

was on annual leave). 
 

5.4 Muntjac deer culling at Ganges site-update: Following a request from Haylink, a letter had 
been sent from the Parish Council requesting formal permission to access the Ganges site in 
order to carry out culling of muntjac deer. Permission had now been received and Mr S 
Hyland was due to start carrying it out in the following week.  

 
 

6. To receive reports: 
6.1 District Councillor: A verbal report was received from District Cllr T Roberts.: The solar park 

planning application for Tattingstone had not been approved by Babergh DC; The Ganges 
application was still awaiting for the developers to finalise the Section 106 agreement; 
Babergh was currently in the throws of radical changes- a consultant had been appointed to 
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look at buildings owned by Babergh DC and make recommendations as to whether they 
were fit for purpose or whether they should be demolished and re-built. A decision was due 
at the end of July and was expected to result in further divestments to Parish Councils; Fly 
tipping at the entrance of the waste facility in Chelmondiston was still taking place and 
there was a possibility that CCTV would be installed in order to identify culprits; From a 
financial point of view, the waste disposal continued to make a small profit. District Cllr T 
Roberts also reported that he had been approached by a local resident re the overgrown 
brambles in Whiney Queech following the removal by Babergh DC of a small number of 
trees. As it was still bird nesting season, it was decided that this matter would be added to 
the agenda in two months’ time for consideration. 
 

6.2 County Councillor: A report had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. 
 

6.3 Safer Neighbourhood Team: A report had not been received. 
 

6.4 Website: A report had not been received. 
 

6.5 Stour Footpath Group: A brief report had been received at the OSAC meeting.  
 

6.6 Litter/Loo Wardens: A brief report had been received at the Osac meeting and there were 
no further matters to report. 

 
6.7 Affordable Housing: This Planning application was due to be considered at a Planning 

Committee meeting the following Wednesday. Cllr G Pugh volunteered to attend and make 
representation on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 

7. To consider funding application from the Shotley and Erwarton Good Neighbours Scheme: It was 
resolved to approve this funding application. 
 

8. To consider funding application from The Scouts: It was resolved to approve this funding 
application. 

 
9. To consider any other funding applications received: No further applications for funding had been 

received. 
 
10. To consider the payment of accounts at both the OSAC and the Ordinary meetings on a permanent 

basis: This matter had already been considered at the OSAC meeting and a recommendation had 
been made for its approval. It was resolved that accounts for payment could be processed at both 
meetings. 

 
11. To receive and note bank balances: Following the reconciliation of all bank accounts, balances stood 

as follows: 
 

Deposit account   £   8.300.23 
Tracker account   £      455.87 
Community account  £44.707.78 
Grand total:   £53.463.86 
  

12. To consider and approve any further accounts for payment: Two further invoices had been 
received. It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment.  
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Payments: 

1. SVHMC venue hire April May and June   £213.00 

2. Realise Futures  (Dorey bench and bin)   £2122.80     (to be retaining pending installation) 

 
Receipts: 

1. Contribution for memorial bench (Mrs R Kilsby)  £360.00 
2. Resident’s contribution towards mini dumper    £550.00        (Anonymity requested) 
3. Cllr D Woods contribution towards steps   £1250.00 

 

13. Clerk’s Action List: The Clerk’s action list had been circulated ahead of the meeting and was updated 
during the meeting. 
 

14. Former H M S Ganges Site – B/12/00500 – update : This item was covered previously during 
the meeting. 

 
15. Planning matters:   To consider response on applications received from Babergh District Council up 

to 16 June 2014 and subsequently:  
 
B/14/00502/CEU Shotley Caravan Park, Gate Farm Road- Application for certificate of Lawfulness of 
an existing use- Use of land as Caravan Site- Members confirmed that the site had been used as a 
Caravan Park in excess of ten years, that no complaints against it had ever been received by the 
Parish Council and that the site was probably less used now than it may have been some years ago. It 
was generally busier during bank holidays and weekends or during local events, such as festivals. It 
was, therefore, agreed that the Parish Council would recommend the approval of this planning 
application. The Clerk was asked to verify with Babergh DC Planning whether, should the permission 
be granted, controls would be put in place to ensure that the site would not be over-developed. 
 
B/11/00607/NOT Part side gardens of 29 Lower Harlings- Erection of a 2 no. 1 ½ storey dwelling 
with single garage and construction of new vehicular access: As this application was due to a number 
of non-material amendments to permission B/08/00739/FUL, it was resolved to recommend its 
approval. 
 

16. To receive and note correspondence and consider any responses required: The correspondence had 
been circulated and no further action was needed. Cllr J Catling informed members that he would 
not be able to attend the OSAC meeting of June 12th as he would be in the Village Hall receiving stock 
for the charity auction. 

 
17. Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on agenda/to be included in next agenda: 

 
It was reported that the vegetation on the old Alms Houses site was very overgrown. Clerk was asked 
to contact the land owner in order to cut back the overgrowth. 
 
It was also reported that vehicles parking on the junction outside the Shotley Post Office were 
blocking the path between the shop and the doctor’s surgery, which was dangerous to pedestrians. 
Members were asked to remain vigilant and perhaps bring it to the offenders’ attention. 
 
It was also brought to members’ attentions that anti-social driving appeared to be on the increase in 
the village. This was being done by two motorbikes and a distinctive gold coloured vehicle. The 
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respective registration numbers had been obtained and reported to the Police. Members again were 
asked to remain vigilant and report any findings to the Police so that the culprits could be dealt with. 
 
 
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.25pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:_______________________________Date:________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 
          Date of next meeting:       10 July (OSAC), 17 July (Ordinary)        


