
 

 

           

Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council Open Spaces and Amenities Committee on June 12th 
2014 at 7pm in the large committee room at Shotley Village Hall. 
 
Present:  J Catling (Chair), G Pugh , T Ingram, D Potts, I Peters, R Cushing and Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk). 
 
Also in attendance: Cllr Mrs M William and one member of the public. 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllr R Wrinch, B Nichols and G 
Richens. 

2. To receive and consider declarations of interest and requests for dispensation: None received. 
 

3. Open forum for members of the public to speak on items appearing on the agenda: Mr Steve 
Hyland had been informed by Galliard Homes that he would need a formal letter from the Parish 
Council requesting permission to carry out the culling of Muntjac Deer at the Ganges site. As there 
had been a resolution on this matter at a previous meeting, it was agreed that such letter should be 
produced, signed by the Chairman and sent to Mr Keith Barber at Galliard. 
 

4. To approve minutes of the meeting held 8 May 2014: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a 
true record of the meeting held. 

 
5. Matters to report from previous meetings (items not appearing on this agenda): No matters to 

report. 
 
6. To receive updates/reports and to agree any actions (if appropriate) in response to information 

received on: 
 

6.1 Stour Footpath Group including sea defences, picnic area and Heritage Park: The new 
memorial bench had today been installed in the learning area at the Heritage Park. The 
sponsor had been extremely pleased with the result. Cllr G Pugh had met with Mrs Jane 
Birch in order to discuss the progress of Phase 3 and the Marine License  details had been 
updated following the recent change of Clerk. There was a possibility of applying for 
£10.000 of funding from Suffolk County Council and Cllr G Richens would be approaching 
Walderingfield, as they had been successful with a similar application. 
 

6.2 Bristol Hill Public Conveniences: No matters to report. 
 

6.3 Play Areas: No matters to report. 
 

6.4 Litter Warden(s): A short report had been circulated ahead of the meeting. As the amount 
of litter was on the increase, the Clerk would make enquiries with Babergh District Council 
as to whether the Litter Warden could have an additional bin. 
 

6.5 Community Use Project: Cllr G Pugh had made enquiries with a company that specialised in 
dealing with similar projects. Further contact may be made once project was re-opened. 

 



 

 

6.6 Affordable Housing: The planning application was due to be considered during the Planning 
Committee meeting at the Babergh District Council offices the following week. Cllr G Pugh 
volunteered to attend and represent the Parish Council. 
 

6.7 Highways: A resident had requested that the overgrowth on the footpath between Tudor 
Close and Visdelou Terrace was cut back. In the past, the previous grass cutting contractor 
had included it on their schedule. It was agreed that the Clerk would ask Mr Meacock for a 
quote. Deferred to the next meeting. 
 

7. To consider the payment of some accounts at OSAC meetings on a permanent basis and agree 
process for approval at the next PC meeting (amendment to TOR and Financial Regulations): The 
Clerk had consulted the Finance Manager at SALC (Mrs Diane Jimpson) and she had confirmed that 
the current adopted documentation addressed any statutory and legal requirements. It was resolved 
that accounts for payment could be presented at both the Osac and the Ordinary meetings for 
approval. 
 

8. Accounts for payment: It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment. 
 
Payments:  

1. Clerk’s salary  (98.5hrs)       £1036.99 

2. HMRC          £408.02   

3. Clerk’s expenses                         £151.10    

4. E Bugg salary ( 21 hrs)       £147.00   

5. D Bishop’s (75.15hrs £526.75 plus expenses of £35.34)   £562.09  

6. Red Bank uk (mini dumper)       £1860.00  

7. Realise Futures (display case)      £384.00  

8. Stephen Hawes Associates (gabion inspection)    £399.60      

9. Mr Meacock (grass cutting)      £200.00 

10. S Leach (website)        £80.00   

11. Chairman’s allowance       £120.00   

12. GTS repair to footpath       £2016.00  

13. Cllr G Richens expenses       £14.65   

14. RBS annual maintenance fee      £128.40  
 
9. Reports on matters not itemised on agenda/to be included in next agenda: Mr R Cushing informed 

members that Mr Derek Gent had shown some interest in joining the committee. It was suggested 
that Mr Gent was asked to attend the next OSAC meeting in order to make a decision. 
 
Cllr I Peters reported on recent fly-tipping near Old Hall hill, on Packard’s farm land and near the 
substation. He also reported that Japanese Knotweed had been eliminated in the previous week.  
 
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 8.15pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:_________________________ Date:______________________ 

 


