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Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council Open Spaces and Amenities Committee on May 8th 
2014 at 7pm in the large committee room at Shotley Village Hall. 
 
Present:  R Wrinch (Chair), G Pugh, G Richens, J Catling, T Ingram, R Cushing and Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk). 
 
Also in attendance: Cllrs N Bugg and M William 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllr B Nichols and Mrs D Potts.  

 
2. To receive and consider declarations of interest and requests for dispensation: No declarations of 

interests had been received. 
 
3. To agree membership of the Committee for inclusion on the agenda of 15 May 2014: Membership 

remained the same. It was suggested that it would be beneficial if there were some representatives 
of the young people in Shotley within the Committee. Cllr G Richens had approached Mrs Denise 
Tinker and it was hoped the Committee could establish a link with Holbrook Academy. Cllr G Richens 
to action. 

 
4. To consider and approve Terms of Reference: It was resolved to approve the Terms of Reference.  
 
5. Open forum for members of the public to speak on items appearing on the agenda: No public 

present. 
 
6. To approve minutes of the meeting held 10 April 2014: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a 

true record of the meeting. 
 
7. Matters to report from previous meetings (items not appearing on this agenda): There had been no 

further progress with regards to seeking permission from Galliard Homes for a Munjac deer cull at 
the Ganges site. The Clerk was given two further contacts to approach in order to get this matter 
resolved. 

 
8. To receive updates/reports and to agree any actions (if appropriate) in response to information 

received on: 
 

8.1 Stour Footpath Group including sea defences, picnic area and Heritage Park: The space for 
the outdoor learning area had been cleared ready for the installation of the learning 
benches. It was noted that a further £200 to £300 funding would need to be requested from 
Babergh District Council’s Section 106 funding. It was also reported that County Councillor D 
Woods had funded the purchase of the mini dumper by £800, for which the Committee was 
most thankful. 
Sea Defence Phase 3- Cllr G Richens had applied for the change of Clerk’s details on the 
Marine License and the starting date had been set as May 2015.As the project‘s cost was 
likely to be £250,000, it was uncertain at this point as to whether Suffolk County Council or 
the Parish Council would manage it.  

 
8.2 Bristol Hill Public Conveniences: No matter to report. 

 
8.3 Allotments-to be considered under Confidential Section of the meeting 
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8.4 Play Areas: It was reported that the small football posts at the Lloyd Road play area were 

consistently being damaged. The swings also kept being thrown over the bars, which 
rendered them unusable. The Clerk was asked to instruct Mr M Connell to well the goal 
posts into place so they could no longer be removed. Cllr R Wrinch volunteered the use of a 
generator, should it be needed. 
Cllr G Richens reminded members that there were currently £21000 of funds in Section 106 
that could be used towards the purchase of new play equipment. Cllr G Pugh suggested 
looking at equipment supplied to London play grounds, as it was designed to be more 
robust and vandal resistant. 

 
8.5 Litter Warden(s): A report had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. 

 
8.6 Emergency Plan: No matters to report. 

 
8.7 Community Use Project: No matter to report.  

 
8.8 Affordable Housing: To consider request for permission for the connection of foul water 

pipe to manhole in allotments: It was resolved to grant permission for this request. 
 

8.9 Highways: 
8.9.1 To receive report on works carried out on drains (Kingsland): An initial investigation 

had been carried out by Suffolk County Council Highways and a further visit was due 
to take place in the next month. Some type of solid obstruction had been found but 
further work was needed to determine what exactly the problem was and the best 
way to resolve it. 

8.9.2 To receive report on Japanese Knotweed identified in the area and agree action: The 
Clerk had informed Highways of the issue and they had already been aware of it. This 
had been the main reason why the overgrowth on the path between East View 
Terrace and the School had not been cut back. Highways had been concerned that the 
Japanese Knotweed could accidentally be cut at the same time, which could cause its 
spread onto neighbouring land. It was resolved that in future Cllr I Peters would deal 
with any cases of Japanese Knotweed in early Spring.  
 

9. Reports on matters not itemised on agenda/to be included in next agenda: Cllr G Pugh requested 
an agenda item for the next Committee meeting on Community Playing Field. 
 
Cllr I Peters reported that a number of residents had complained about the overgrowth on the path 
leading from East View Terrace to the school. Clerk was asked to chase matter with the relevant 
authority. 
 
It also appeared that the overgrowth on Stourside was no longer being cut back by SCC Highways. 
Clerk to make enquiries. 
 
Cllr G Pugh advised members that further rotation of the gabions would need to be addressed in the 
near future. Cllr G Richens added that this item would form part of the next gabion inspection report. 
 
Cllr G Pugh also reported that he had spoken with the owners of the Marina and they had informed 
him that the reason why they had not replaced the litter bin outside the facility (which had 
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previously been vandalised) was because it had not belonged to them. Clerk to make enquiries with 
Babergh re replacing the waste bin. 
  
Cllr T Ingram reported that Miss Debbie Bishop had been approached by a representative of E-on re 
the supply of electricity to the public toilet at Bristol hill. It appeared the account was still in the 
name of Babergh District Council and not the Parish Council.  Cllr T Ingram to pass the account details 
he had been given to the Clerk so that she could ratify the matter. 
 
A number of members of the Committee and members of the public had witnessed a resident from 
Lower Harlings, whom they positively identified (details given to the Clerk), fly tipping green waste at 
the Heritage Park. The Clerk was asked to write to resident asking them to remove the waste they 
had disposed of and report matter to enforcement if they refused to do so. 
 
Cllr J Catling reported that a number of foreign nationals had been seen on the foreshore with 
buckets of cockles and fishing, which was not legal practise. Cllr J Catling agreed to report it to the 
Marina or Estuary Warden. 
 
Mrs M Williams informed members that the fence at the rear of the bus shelter opposite Shotley 
Post Office had fallen down and it was not possible to cut the brass underneath, which was already 
overgrown. Clerk to ask land owner to repair the fence. 
 
Cllr G Pugh reported that it appeared the Community Payback Scheme was due to go through the 
privatisation process. Cllr G Pugh would keep members informed of any news. 
 
The Clerk had informed members that the Shotley Pier had recently been put up for sale. The owners 
had secured planning permission for their original proposed development, which would increase its 
market value. Members suggested that the pier should be listed as an asset of community value and 
that a new committee would need to be formed should the Parish Council consider its purchase and 
development. The Clerk was waiting to hear from the owner with regards to the current asking price. 

 

Temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) 
Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the 
business to be discussed 
 

10. Personnel: To re-consider sale of office equipment and agree recommendation to full Council 
11. Contracts 
12. Allotments: To consider proposal for division of plot 

 
Separate minutes for the above items 10,11 and 12 are kept confidential. 
 
 
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.45pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed:_____________________________Date:__________________________  


