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Minutes of the Shotley Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 21st  August 2014 at 7pm in the Large 
Committee Room, Shotley Village Hall 

 
Present:  Councillors B Nicholls (Vice-Chair), N Bugg, G Richens,  T Ingram, G  Pugh,  

I Peters, J Catling,District Cllr T Roberts, County Cllr D Woods and Mrs D Bedwell  
(Clerk). 

 
In attendance:  Three members of the public.  
 

1. To receive apologies for absence: Cllrs R Wrinch and M Williams.  
 

2. To receive declarations of interest and consider any dispensation requests received: None received. 
 

3. Suspension of standing orders: Meeting open for  5 minutes to allow members of the public to speak 
 

Two members of the public (names noted) wished to comment on the planning application for no 9 
Orwell View Road being considered later in the meeting. The current proposal was to extend this 
property, which would change it from a 2 bedroom property to a 4/5 bedroom property. There were 
already very few such properties in the villages and allowing this development to go ahead would 
represent further loss of affordable housing. It was also felt that the proposed development could set 
a precedent. All the other properties in the area which had been extended were in corner plots, 
unlike the property being considered. The proposed development would also affect neighbouring 
properties, as it would cause loss of light and privacy. 
 

4. To approve Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17 July 2014: It was resolved to approve 
the minutes as a true record of the meeting held. 
 

5. Matters to report from previous meetings and to consider any further action: No further action 
needed. 
 

6. To receive reports: 
 

6.1 District Councillor: A verbal report was received from District Cllr T Roberts, including: 

 BDC and MSDC-there was a possibility that both office bases would be re-developed 
and new bases created. 

 Ganges- final meeting was scheduled to take place on September 4th 2014 with a 
view to reaching an agreement on the S106 agreement. There was currently a 
significant issue with SCC’s insistence that the developer pay a £1 million towards 
bus subsidy. 

 Cllr T Roberts reported that he would be asking Babergh DC to start enforcement 
proceedings with regards to the maintenance of the Ganges mast. 

 BDC and MSDC had both successfully applied for a £6 million affordable housing 
grant. This would fund the creation of 65 council houses and the tender had been 
awarded to a company based in Bury St Edmunds. 
 

6.2 County Councillor: A verbal report was received from County Cllr D Woods, including: 

 The Sunday bus had been launched and members of the public were urged to use it.   

 The travellers’ site consultation process had started. 
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 A meeting was due to be held to discuss the Freston crossroads. Details had been 
circulated. 

 News about broadband were due to be reported in the following month. 
 

6.3 Safer Neighbourhood Team: A report had not been received. 
 

6.4 Website: A short report had been presented at the Osac meeting. 
 

6.5 Stour Footpath Group: A report has been presented at the Osac meeting and a further 
update had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. 
 

7. To receive reports of speeding and dangerous driving between Bristol Hill and the Kitchener Way 
junction and consider action: It had been reported to the Parish Council that a number of cars and 
motorbikes were speeding and revving their engines in the area, sometimes late in the evening. This 
was not only causing nose disturbance to residents living nearby, but also posing a danger to other 
cars and pedestrians alike. It had been hoped that the matter could be further reported to the police 
during the meeting. It was agreed that culpable individuals should be targeted and their vehicles 
registration details forwarded to the police. Mr A Pettersson suggested that he would speak with 
some of the young people he knew to sometimes be in the area with cars or motorbikes. The matter 
had also been reported to the police by one of the Councillors and it was hoped the police would be 
keeping an eye on the situation. 
 

8. To receive report on trees near the Shotley Corner Garage: Suffolk County Council Highways had 
informed the Clerk that the Poplar trees near Shotley Garage were due to be cut back soon as they 
were overgrown. 
 

9. To consider the use of PC owned land for public events (including public liability insurance, policy 
and revenue). This matter had been considered at the previous OSAC meeting and an update had 
been received from the Clerk. Cllr G Richens suggested that this initiative could be used to launch the 
consultation process into the provision of new play equipment. Mr Nick Elliot (Babergh DC-S106 
funding) had sent the Clerk a number of suggestions for surveys that could be carried out in the 
village in order to ascertain what residents wanted from a youth provision point of view. It was 
agreed that a smaller working group would be needed to progress this matter. It would be necessary 
for a list of considerations to be prepared by the Clerk before this matter could be considered 
further. Defer to October. 

 
10. To receive proposals for the naming of the Heritage Park learning area and agree name and official 

opening process: Following an appeal on the local Noticeboard, no further suggestions had been 
received from the public. The majority of members were in agreement that the nautical/ship theme 
appeared to be the most appropriate, giving the heritage relating to Ganges. Members likened the 
Heritage Park to a ship and agreed that areas within the park should be named after sections of a 
ship. It was resolved to name the learning area “Quarter Deck”. It was also agreed that signs should 
be placed on the site at the bottom of the cliff, indicating the different sections. Details about the 
opening ceremony to be agreed at a later date.  
 

11. To consider options following the news that The Noticeboard will cease to be produced from 
September 2014 and agree any actions: The Parish Council had been informed by the editing team 
that the Shotley Noticeboard was due to end its production in two months’ time. This was 
considered by all to be a great loss and it was agreed that the Parish Council should try to do 
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everything in its power to stop the demise of such a great local publication. It appeared that the main 
reason for the decision to have been made had been the sheer lack of material sent to the editor by 
local organisations. It also appeared that social media, readily available internet access and perhaps 
another publication serving the Peninsula may have also played a part in the current state of affairs. 
It was agreed that Cllr T Ingram would approach Mrs M Matthews (Editorial Committee) and ask that 
the Noticeboard was kept going for another 3 to six month, during which time the Parish Council 
would do a public appeal, not just for volunteers to help run the parish magazine but also for 
contributions to the actual publication. It was also resolved that future external funding 
applications would be subject to an agreement with the parish council that, if successful, the 
applying organisation would submit regular updates for inclusion on the Noticeboard. 
 

12. To receive and note bank balances: Bank balances were not available for this meeting as the Clerk’s 
internet access was down. 

 
13. To consider and approve any further accounts for payment: It was resolved to approve the 

following accounts for payment. 
13.1 Clerk’s expenses      £135.36 
13.2 Ugly Studios (info board)      £840.00  

 
14. Clerk’s Action List: The Clerk’s list had been circulated ahead of the meeting and was updated. 

 
15. Former H M S Ganges Site – B/12/00500 – update: No further update had been received. 
 
16. Planning matters:   To consider response on applications received from Babergh up to 16 August 

2014 and subsequently : 
16.1 B/14/00916/FHA 9 Orwell View Road- Erection of a two storey side extension (following 

demolition of garage): It was resolved to recommend the refusal of this planning 
application: A recent housing needs survey had identified the need for further affordable 1-
2 bedroom dwellings in the village and such development would further increase this need 
by changing this property from a 2 bed to a 4-5 bed; The proposed development was 
oversized ,not in keeping with neighbouring properties and would result in a loss of amenity 
(light and privacy) for neighbouring residents. There was also a concern that permitting 
such development to go ahead could set a material precedent. 
 

16.2 B/14/00896/FHA Cockle Creek Cottage, Rose Farm Lane- Erection of single storey and two 
storey extensions- It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning 
application. 
 

17. To receive and note correspondence and consider any responses required:  
Letter from resident requesting that an overgrown tree at the bottom of Bristol Hill, near the picnic 
area, was cut back for safety reasons-It was resolved to instruct Mr Meacock to cut back a Quercus 
Illex tree on Bristol Hill near the Picnic are. Clerk to action. 
 

18. Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on agenda/to be included in next agenda 
Cllr N Bugg reminded the Clerk that Mr and Mrs Simpkin had not yet received their community 
award, which had been awarded in May. Clerk to action. 
 
Cllrs N Bugg, G Pugh and B Nichols gave their apologies for the September meetings. 
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Cllr N Bugg reported that the “cat’s eyes” had not yet been re-instated on the strand, following 
recent resurfacing of the road. Cllr D woods informed members that it took a period of seven weeks 
after re-surfacing before they could be re-instated and in some cases they wouldn’t be, if the road 
was not a B road.  
 
Cllr T Ingram said that he was concerned at the number of signatories currently available and that he 
wished for more to be added to the list. Clerk to add to October agenda. 
 
Cllr Richens reported that he had attended a Ganges Museum meeting the previous day. It was likely 
the Museum would have to move their assets in October following the Marina’s proposed 
development of the site. The Marina would be offering the Museum a new space in the new 
apartment block but it was feared that it would not be large enough to house all their articles. An 
appealed had also been launched for volunteers to help with the actual move. Details would be 
made public when available. 
 
Cllr G Richens reported that the manhole cover in the Heritage Park opposite Winney Queech was 
still not in place. Clerk to reporte to Anglian water management ,as the matter was now outstanding 
for a number of months, even though it had been reported on several occasions. Clerk to action. 

 
With no further matters to report, the meeting ended at 9:07pm. 
 

 
 

 
           Date of next meeting:       11 September (OSAC), 18 September (Ordinary)       

 

 

         Signed:_____________________________Date:_________________________  


