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Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council Open Spaces and Amenities Committee on August 
14th 2014 at 7pm in the large committee room at Shotley Village Hall. 
 
Present:   T Ingram (Chair), G Richens, I Peters, R Cushing, B Powell, A Petterson, D Gent and Mrs D Bedwell 
(Clerk). 
 
Also in attendance: Cllr Mr N Bugg. 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllrs B Nichols, J Catling, D 
Potts, G Pugh and R Wrinch. 
 

2. To consider the co-option of Mr A Petterson and D Gent: It was resolved to co-opt Mr D Gent and 
Mr A Petterson onto the Committee. 

 
3. To receive and consider declarations of interest and requests for dispensation: None received. 
 
4. Open forum for members of the public to speak on items appearing on the agenda: No comments 

from the public were received. 
 
5. To approve minutes of the meeting held 10 July 2014: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a 

true record of the meeting held. 
 
6. Matters to report from previous meetings (items not appearing on this agenda): Mr A Petterson 

has recently purchased the replacement goal nets for the Lloyd Road play area.   
 
7. To receive updates/reports and to agree any actions (if appropriate) in response to information 

received on: 
 

7.1 Stour Footpath Group including sea defences, picnic area and Heritage Park: Including 
preparation for grand opening of the learning area in September: Cllr G Richens had 
circulated a report ahead of the meeting and provided a further verbal update. 
 

7.2 Play Areas:  
 

7.2.1 Update on suggestion to organise fund-raising event at the tennis courts: The Clerk 
had consulted the Parish Council’s insurers and had been informed that the current 
Public Liability cover was sufficient for events of up to 150 people. Only activities 
organised/managed by the Parish Council would be covered, therefore any external 
service providers would need to have their own insurance. Should an event attract 
more than 150 people, an extra premium would be payable.  
 

7.2.2 To consider whether to replace the centre net on the tennis courts: Deferred to the 
next meeting. Mr Petterson reported that the rear door in the tennis courts was 
damaged and hanging on only one hinge. For safety reasons he had taken it off the 
hinge and rested it on the ground. Mr Petterson suggested that rather than have the 
door replaced in its existing location, it could be put to better use by being installed to 
the front opening, where the original door was missing. The Clerk was asked to ask Mr 
Connell to re-weld the door onto the front opening.  
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7.3 Litter Wardens: A short report had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  
 
7.4 Highways: Update on investigative work carried out at Kingsland: The lid from the drain 

near the Post Office at Kingsland had been removed but the opening had been found to be 
quite unusual and a new opening would need to be created in order for a more modern and 
readily available part to fit it. The pipes had been cleaned and the access would be left open 
for some two to three weeks whilst further investigations took place into the reasons why 
the area flooded every winter. A further update was expected at the September meeting. 

 
7.5 Allotments: To consider correspondence received re access and parking on track at 

Bullfields site: Concern had been raised at the number of cars being driven through the 
track that led to the Bullfields allotments, not just by allotment holders but also by some 
neighbouring residents, who appeared to have created vehicular accesses onto the rear of 
their property. Members recalled the track being used a number of years ago by horses and 
carts. There was a concern that vehicles using the track could possibly be posing a 
contamination risk to the allotment land, as fuels could leach onto the ground. Clerk to 
make further enquiries with SCC Rights of Way in order to ascertain the actual designation 
of the track, ie was it a footpath. Deferred to the next meeting. 

 
7.6 Emergency Planning: To agree date for working group meeting for re-assessment of plan: 

To be agreed via e-mail. 
 
8. Accounts for payment: It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment.  

8.1 Clerk’s salary  (112 hrs)     £1181.68  

8.2 HMRC                     £291.98    

8.3 E Bugg salary ( 19.5 hrs)     £136.50   

8.4 D Bishop’s (76 hrs) and expenses £53.41   £585.41    

8.5 Mr Meacock (grass cutting)                 £200.00 

   8.6           S Leach        £64.00 

    
9. Reports on matters not itemised on agenda/to be included in next agenda: The Clerk reported on 

the meeting she had had with Mr G Steel and subsequent e-mail correspondence. Concern had been 
raised that all three remaining Shotley youth club trustees had moved away from Shotley and had 
been unable to have a trustees meeting for quite some time. This had posed a problem when a local 
group had tried to organise a charity concert to raise funds for the much needed repairs to the youth 
club building roof. The Clerk was asked to write to the three trustees and ask what their current 
position was so that the future of the actual building could be further considered. Clerk to action.  
 
Cllr G Richens reported that the Anglian Water manhole at the Heritage Park remained uncovered. 
Clerk to chase matter and provide Anglian Water with Cllr G Richens contact details, in case they are 
unable to find the exact location. 
 
Cllr I peters reported that the road between the Primary School and the church was in a poor state, 
with sections breaking up perhaps due to a burst pipe. Clerk to report to SCC Highways for repair. 
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Cllr T Ingram reported that a resident had informed District Councillor T Roberts of an overgrown 
tree in Estuary Crescent on the highway. SCC Highways had confirmed that they would cut back the 
said tree in the next few days. 
 
Cllr G Richens reported that the overgrown tree at Lloyd Road had already been cut back and asked 
the Clerk to thank the S C Council for carrying out the work. 
 
With no further maters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 8.30pm. 
 
Date of next meeting: 9 October 2014                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:__________________________ Date:_________________________________________ 
 
 
  


