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Minutes of a meeting of the Shotley Parish Council Open Spaces and Amenities Committee on July 10th 
2014 at 7pm in the large committee room at Shotley Village Hall. 
 
Present:  B Nichols (Chair), G Pugh, T Ingram, I Peters, R Cushing, G Richens, B Powell and Mrs D Bedwell 
(Clerk). 
 
Also in attendance: Cllr Mrs M Williams, Cllr Mr N Bugg and three members of the public. 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Cllr R Wrinch. 
 

2. To receive and consider declarations of interest and requests for dispensation: None received. 
 
3. Open forum for members of the public to speak on items appearing on the agenda: Mr Derek Gent 

and Mr A Petterson were attending the meeting with a view to becoming members of the 
committee.  

 
4. To approve minutes of the meeting held 12 June 2014: It was resolved to approve the minutes as a 

true record of the meeting held. Cllr G Richens and B Nichols abstained from the vote as they had 
been absent from the previous meeting. 

  
5. Matters to report from previous meetings (items not appearing on this agenda): The Clerk was 

informed that no further action was needed on the matter of green waste disposed inappropriately 
at the Heritage Park. The waste had been cleared and the person responsible had been made aware 
that no further waste should be disposed of on the site. 
 
Mr A Petterson reported that there were safety concerns with regards to a large tree near the tennis 
courts at Lloyd Road play area. Babergh District Council’s representatives had inspected the tree and 
would be carrying out the necessary works to make it safe. Cllr T Ingram and G Richens volunteered 
to check the tree in the next three to four days until works were carried out. 
 
Mr Petterson asked members whether seating could be provided in the tennis courts area. Children 
and their families using the facility often had to wait for their turn and resorted to seating on the 
ground. Members agreed that a recommendation should be put to full council for the purchase of a 
Bodmin bench, which could be bolted to the tarmac, at a cost not exceeding £360 plus vat. Clerk to 
action. 
Mr Petterson also suggested relocating the goal nets at the same play area. Both goals would also 
benefit from two new nets and Mr Petterson agreed to get a quote for their price. 
 
Still on the subject of tennis courts, Mr Petterson informed members that residents had approached 
him recently asking if it would be possible to organise fund-raising events at the tennis courts. The 
Clerk was asked to check with the Parish Council’s insurance company whether this was a possibility. 
 

6. To receive updates/reports and to agree any actions (if appropriate) in response to information 
received on: 
6.1 Stour Footpath Group including sea defences, picnic area and Heritage Park 

6.1.1 To consider proposals received and agree recommendation to be made to full council 
for the naming of the learning area in the Heritage Park: A report had been circulated 
to members ahead of the meeting. Due to the projected expenditure of £250.000 for 
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the erosion defences phase 3, it was likely that whoever managed the project (be it 
the Parish Council or the County Council) would need to put it to European tender. Mr 
Andrew Hawes had agreed to produce a detailed tender for the project, which could 
be used as a bench mark when requesting or considering tenders from third parties. 
Mrs Karen Thomas’ (Environment Agency) advice to the Parish Council was to manage 
expectations with regards to external funding. 
 
Following the installation of the learning area in the Heritage Park, a number of 
suggestions had been received with regards to what the area should be called. 
Amongst them was a recommendation to keep to the nautical theme. The Clerk 
suggested that residents were asked via an article on the Noticeboard, which Cllr G 
Pugh agreed to put together for the August issue. It was agreed that a 
recommendation would be made at the September Osac meeting, for final decision at 
the September Parish Council meeting. It was also agreed that a grand opening event 
should take place to mark the occasion. Details to be agreed at the next meeting, to 
include signage, PR, photos, sign at the bottom of the steps indicating Crow’s Nest and 
learning area, etc. 
 

6.1.2 To receive report on meeting held by Cllr G Richens with J Burch and S Amstutz re. Sea 
defences-Phase 3, including request to A Hawes for the production of the tender 
document: Covered under 6.1.1. 
 

6.2 Bristol Hill Public Conveniences: No matters to report. 
 

6.3 Play Areas 
6.3.1 To note comments received from residents and consider initiating process of replacing 

Lloyd Road Play area play equipment: The Clerk had received a number of comments 
from residents appealing to the Parish Council to improve the existing facilities. As this 
would be a considerable project, the best way to progress it would be through the 
formation of a play areas working group which would hopefully include a number of 
residents with children.  
 

6.3.2 To consider and approve repairs to tennis courts: The Clerk (under her power of 
expenditure) had approved the purchase of the necessary materials to repair the 
tennis courts. Mr Alex Petterson had kindly carried out the repairs and had earlier in 
the meeting asked members whether the centre net on the courts could be re-
instated. Mr Petterson agreed to get a quote for a replacement net, for consideration 
at the next meeting. 

 
6.4 Litter Wardens: A short report had been circulated to members head of the meeting. 
 
6.5 Community Use Project: Cllr G Pugh asked the Clerk to request permission from Haylink for 

a site visit. Clerk to action. 
 

6.6 Ganges: Mr Steve Hyland- Update on deer culling: This item was brought forward and 
followed item 2 on the agenda. Mr S Hyland reported that culling had started three weeks 
previously. He had carried out a total of 6 visits during which he had culled seven bucks and 
2 does. There had been no adverse comments from the public. A fire arms officer had 
assessed the site and advised on what calibre weapon should be used. 
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6.7 Affordable Housing: to receive update following Planning Committee meeting: No further 

update had been received. The Clerk informed members that Mr Matthew Cole at Prettys 
solicitors had been instructed to liaise with Iceni with regards to the previously requested 
Deed of Easement (access to allotment land water/sewage works). 
 

6.8 Highways: To consider the need for an emergency plan for access between Shotley Gate 
and The Street in the event of closure of the B1456: Following a recent road traffic collision 
which had completely cut-off traffic movement between Shotley Gate and The Street, it had 
become apparent that the current emergency plan did not cover such eventuality and it 
was, therefore, necessary to re-visit it. Cllr G Richens had looked at the plan and confirmed 
that a number of items, such as effective radio contact, adequate signage and alternative 
routes had not been included. It was agreed that a working group should be formed to go 
through the existing document and highlight any matters for further consideration. It was 
agreed that police procedure would need to form part of the document, as well as a trial 
run of any proposed emergency routes, as they may not be suitable for all types of vehicles. 
Clerk to action. 

 
7. Accounts for payment: It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment. 

7.1 Clerk’s salary  (111 hrs)      £1173.24  

7.2 HMRC          £286.42   

7.3 E Bugg salary ( 20 hrs)       £140.00   

7.4 D Bishop’s (75 hrs)       £525.00   

7.5 Mr Meacock (grass cutting)      £200.00 

7.6 Impact Landscaping (new steps)     £2436.00  

7.7 Good Neighbours       £300.00 

7.8 Shotley Scouts        £135.00 

7.9 Mr A Petterson (repairs to tennis courts)     £27.15 

       
8. Reports on matters not itemised on agenda/to be included in next agenda:  

It was reported that the former Alms Houses site was still overgrown, even though the fence had 
been re-erected. Mr Hyland had confirmed that Mr Meacock was due to cut-back the overgrowth 
imminently.  
 
Cllr N Bugg had received a letter from a resident regarding the footpath/track at the rear of Bullfields 
allotments. It was currently being accessed by residents and their vehicles and access points had 
been created at the rear of their properties. Clerk to investigate matter. 
 
Mr B Powell reported that considerable clearance had been taking place at the allotments and 
complaints had been received about the end plot, which was currently very overgrown. The Clerk 
confirmed that she had not received any further contact from the person who had been allocated 
that plot, therefore Mr Powell was free to let it to someone else. Mr Powell also reported a change in 
the tenancy of plot no. 4 and the relevant details were handed to the Clerk. 
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It was also reported that nursing staff was currently parking on or near the verges opposite Lasan 
Take-away in Kingsland. The Clerk was asked to write to the surgery and ask that cars were not 
parked there.  
 
A number of items associated with substance misuse had been found at the Lloyd Road play area and  
Heritage Park and handed to the police. Members were asked to remain vigilant as this appeared to 
be a problem that was on the increase. The graffiti wall was also not being used for what it was 
originally intended. The Clerk was asked to ask Mr Petterson to re-paint it with emulsion. 
 
Cllr G Richens informed members that Realise Futures would like to do a testimonial case history on 
their promotional leaflet based on the work that the company has carried out in Shotley.  
 
 
With no further matter to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.35pm. 
 
 
Date of next meeting: 17 July 2014 (Ordinary)   
 
 
 
 
Signed:_________________________ Date:______________________                   


