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Minutes of the Shotley Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 19 January 2012 at 7.15pm in the large 
Committee Room, Shotley Village Hall 

 
 

Present:  Councillors: R Wrinch (Chair), J Catling, N Bugg, G Richens, G Pugh, B Nichols and RFO, D 
Bedwell. 

 
In attendance:  Five members of the public, Cllr T Roberts (left meeting at 19.50pm).  
 

 
1. To receive apologies for absence: Cllr M Matthews, Cllr D Woods and Clerk. 
2. To receive Declarations of interest: None. 
3. To receive reports/minutes from (if available):  

 
3.1 District Councillor: e-mail report received prior to meeting and circulated. 

 
3.2 County Councillor: e-mail report received prior to meeting and circulated. 

 
3.3 Safer Neighbourhood Team: e-mail report received prior to the meeting and circulated. 

 
3.4 www.MyShotley.com: A variety of updates to a number of pages had been carried out on the 

site. Due to the number of e-mail queries being received, a generic FAQ page was being added 
to the website.  A general purge of old data had begun and a meeting was due to be scheduled 
in late January for a demonstration of the system changes. 

 
3.5 Parish Clerk: No matters to report. 

 
3.6 Responsible Financial Officer  

3.6.1 To receive and agree auditors findings: The External Auditor’s report was read by the 
RFO and a copy is attached to these minutes. The recommendations made were noted 
and will be actioned by the RFO.  
Cllr Nichols and Catling had completed the new bank signatory mandate forms and had 
handed them in at the Barclays Ipswich branch. 
 

  3.6.2     The Parish Council reserves were as follows:   
Community Account      £ 37695.79 
Premium Account      £      455.27 
Tracker Account       £   8289.92 
Total:        £ 46440.98 
 
Which includes earmarked reserves and funds: 
Ganges Playground      £   7,500.00 
Kingsland Playground      £   7,500.00 
Grand Total:       £ 31440.98 
 

             (The above figures do not include Accounts Payable presented at this meeting) 
 

 
 
3.7          Community Warden: Litter had increased in Church Rd. The fence at the Ganges P/area had 

         been repaired. The Cherry Blossom trees in Kingsland would be pruned annually in the Spring. 
 

3.8          Stour Footpath Group: A report had been received prior to the meeting and circulated.  
 

3.9          Open Spaces & Amenities Committee: Minutes of the meeting held November 10
th
 2011 

                         received prior to the meeting and circulated. 
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3.10 Community Use Project: Further to the meeting held on November 23
rd

, a questionnaire was in 
         the process of being drafted and would be undergoing some testing prior to being made public. 
 

3.11 Affordable Housing working party: The Parish Clerk had met with Ms Kim Best (Officer at BDC)  
in order to seek answers to queries previously raised. A number of possible sites had been 
identified and the details were being sent to the Planning and Highways departments for 
consideration. 
  

4 Open forum for members of the public to speak to Councillors on items appearing on the agenda: No 
comments were received from the public. 
 

5 To agree and sign the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15 December 2011: The minutes 
were declared a true and accurate record and were signed as such by the Chairman. 

 
6 Matters of report from minutes of previous meetings: It was reported that the “No Waiting At Any Time” 

Traffic Regulation Order on Lloyd Road (in the area of the turning head near to the playarea) had been 
approved and would be operational as of 12

th
 March 2012. 

 
7 HMS Ganges: update and to agree any actions (if appropriate) in response to information received: The PC 

had been notified by Mr Scott Bailey (Galliard Homes) that the reviewed plans, as well as new computer 
generated images, were ready for presentation to the Council. Mr Bailey proposed to hold such presentation 
on either February 10

th
 or February 24

th
. Council agreed that February 10

th
 would be a better option. 

Confirmation would be received by the Clerk in due course. 
 
8 SCC – A new Heritage organisation for Suffolk – to consider response to public consultation: Cllrs Wrinch 

and Nichols supported the initiative and would like to be involved with the organisation, in order to raise the 
profile of  Shotley Heritage. The Clerk had already completed the consultation document, which would be 
posted to the relevant department. 
Cllr Roberts asked if any celebrations were being organised to mark the Diamond Jubilee. Cllr Bugg 
informed the Council that a dance was being organised at the Village Hall on June 4

th
 2012. The Chair 

requested that this topic was added to a future agenda for further discussion. 
 
9 Planning matters – To consider response on applications received from Babergh up to 11 December 

2011 and subsequently: 
 

9.1 B/11/01583/FUL – Cockle Creek Cottage Rose Farm Lane Shotley IP9 1PH – Erection of dwelling and 
garage (following demolition of existing dwelling and garage): No objections were raised and a 
recommendation was made for the approval of this planning application.   

9.2 B/11/01479/FUL – 9 Garden Close, Shotley IP9 1LZ – Change of use from amenity land to garden. 
Erection of fence (existing fence removed): It was felt that this development would be detrimental to 
the remaining properties, mainly due to its height. The area had once been open plan and no other 
residents had erected a fence. A recommendation was made for the refusal of this planning 
application. 
 

Applications approved by Babergh 
9.3 B/11/01122/FUL – Shotley Cliff south of Stourside, Shotley Gate – Erection of 48m of erosion 

protection to the foot of Shotley Cliff (retention) (in addition to 210 m approved under PP B/10/00730) 
9.4 B/11/01362/FHA – 2 Rose Court Shotley IP9 1PB – Erection of single-storey front, side and rear 

extensions. New pitched roof to existing flat roofed extension; side extension to garage incl new 
pitched roof to the garage 
 

10 To authorise signing of cheques for payments previously agreed: 
  

10.1 Clerk’s salary (6.12.11-5.01.12) =  45.75 hrs     £549.72 
10.2 Clerk’s expenses         £0 
10.3 RFO’s salary (6.12.11-5.01.12) =  44.5 hrs     £541.12 
10.4 RFO’s expenses         £0 
10.5 Community Warden’s salary (6.12.11-5.01.12) =37  hrs    £333.00 
10.6 Community Warden’s expenses  `     £ 9.45  
10.7 Litter Warden’s salary (Village) (6.12.11-5.01.12) = 20 hrs   £140.00 
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10.8 Matt’s Tree and Grass Garden Services     £150.00 
10.9 Steven Leach – editing/building of website – Nov/Dec 11   £100.00 
10.10 HMRC (7 TO 9)        £21.34 
10.11 Scc Whitehouse Enterprises       £300.00 

 
11 To consider correspondence received up to 19 January 2012 and any responses required: No action 

required. 
 

12 Reports from Councillors on matters not itemised on agenda/to be included in next agenda:  
Cllr Bugg reported that the area at the top end of Kingsland had completely flooded. It appeared the 
soakaway near nos. 29, 30 and 30 was blocked. The Clerk would report matter to Highways. 
Cllr Catling was carrying out a survey on public transport for SALC and asked that if anyone had any cases 
studies to please forward the details to him. Cllrs Wrinch and Ingram were aware of two local residents 
affected by the lack of public services at certain times. 
Cllr Ingram reported that a new extractor and flue had been installed in the Happy Frier for which a planning 
application had not been submitted. The RFO was asked to seek clarification on the mater from Babergh’s 
Planning Department. 
Cllr Richens reported that Cllr Matthews had attended the SVHMC meeting and consideration was being 
given to the possible installation of solar panels in the village hall. Quotes for the work had also been sought. 
The RFO reminded Cllr Richens that three quotes would be needed for such expenditure to be considered. 
Cllr Wrinch reported that on the Peninsula Waste Recycling centre. It was not being used as much as 
expected and was making a financial loss. From February 1

st
 it would only be open for one and a half or two 

days a week and prices would also be increased. A draft document had been produced which appealed for 
voluntary help at the facility (full training would be provided). A meeting would be held with Collins before a 
final decision was made and any changes would be made public in due course. 
 
With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 20:50pm. 
 
 

 
Date of next meeting: 23 February 2012   Signed: D Bedwell   


