
Derek Davis Independent councillor report for Ganges ward. 
 
In early April I was removed Babergh Cabinet and my role as the portfolio holder for 
Communities,  
 
Following that move by leader John Wad, all non-Conservatives resigned, on their own 
volition, from the Cabinet. 
 
As Independents who not have a whip, unlike the Tories, Cllrs Alastair McCraw, Clive Arthey 
and Liz Malvisi, all chose individually to resign in protest. We were joined by Lib Dim Dave 
Busby who was also free to stay but was unhappy that Cllr Ward had put party politics 
ahead of people among other things. 
 
An important point to make is all of us remain as Babergh councillors serving our respective 
wards. I will continue as chairman of the Western Suffolk Community Safety Partnership, 
the district council's representative on Suffolk Health and Wellbeing and the Stronger Safety 
Communities board and on the AONB partnership. 
 
As Ganges ward member I’m delighted to have played a part in ensuring part of this year’s 
Women’s Cycling Tour, will pass through a good chunk of the Shotley peninsula. We also 
have to thank a Shotley resident, who is an officer working with the county council, liaising 
with Babergh and Active Suffolk, in helping to organise the race route for a fourth year, and 
making this happen in our area. 
 
I also remain committed to delivering the very best for Shotley and Erwarton residents 
when it comes to development application coming forward, and the ongoing process of 
building homes at the former HMS Ganges site. 
 
We have seen good progress made by the developers and when they mast is removed as 
part of the renovation process will be a major milestone. 
 
I have also secured a fresh appeal to the planning committee to hold a site visit to the 
controversial and complex Erwarton Hall farm yard planning application. It is unusual to get 
a second chance to request a site visit, officers believe this is the first time, but I was 
insistent a new presentation be made as I don’t feel sufficient information was presented by 
the officer last time. I will be present in person this time.  
 
In terms of being removed from the cabinet it also important to point out I have done 
nothing wrong in any of the aforementioned roles. I have broken no rules, no laws, I have 
not breached any code of conduct, either as a cabinet member, as a councillor and as an 
editor.   
 
Given that the leader John Ward thanked me for all the excellent work I have done as 
portfolio holder for both the Communities and previously to that for Customer Services and 
Digital Transformation, I’m dismayed and disappointed to be expelled for purely small-
minded political reasons. 
 



The fall-out from his decision now means the Cabinet does not represent the district either 
politically, geographically or numerically.  
 
Nothing has given me greater pleasure in my role as portfolio holder than to see the 
amazing work, and progress made, especially over the past couple of years by the 
communities, health and wellbeing team. 
 
They have been outstanding and I’m proud of the part I have played in boosting the team’s 
morale, focus and direction along with the very capable corporate manager Vicky Moseley 
and strategic director Kathy Nixon.  
 
The team has implemented a wide range of strategies and initiatives, including very recently 
working with partners to bring activities during school holiday, a tangible way of ensuring 
‘no child should go hungry, or feel isolated during the school holidays’.  
 
I have also enjoyed a close working relationship across all parties, both on and off the 
cabinet and feel we as a collective have achieved many good things for our Babergh 
residents. 
 
That is something I’m keen to continue, especially in face of attacks by certain Tory 
councillors on the Shotley peninsula and other parts of district outside Sudbury and 
Hadleigh. 
 
Derek Davis 
Ganges ward member 
derek.davis@babergh.gov.uk 
Council phone: 07548153784 
Work phone: 07824167196 

mailto:derek.davis@babergh.gov.uk

