
 

 

 

 

News from the AONBs 

 

Welcome to the latest News from the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs), 
covering the Coast & Heaths AONB, Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley Project area.  

In this month's News from the AONBs: 

• Sustainable Development Fund reopens 

• Landscapes for Life Conference 

• Lord Benyon returns 

• Landscape Lens launches in Dedham Vale 

• Revised Beachwatch event at Gunton 

• Heritage Coast Review 2022 

• Dark Skies in the Dedham Vale 

• Fen Bridge replaced 

• Recognition of Farming in Protected Landscapes programme 

• Avian Flu update 

Thanks as always for your support, 

Simon Amstutz 

AONB Manager 

  



Sustainable Development Fund reopens for applications 

The Sustainable Development Funds (SDF) in both the Coast & Heaths and Dedham Vale 
AONBs have reopened for applications, with more than £45,000 still available to fund 
projects. 

Whether you have a project that covers wildlife conservation, access and diversity, climate 
change, health and wellbeing, learning, or heritage, your application is most welcome. 

Previous examples of projects funded include art workshops for people with mental 
illnesses, new fencing and gates for nature and wildlife reserves, guided walks, outdoor 
education, and training for young people, as well as visitor information at well-known 
landmarks in the area. 

The closing date for applications is Wednesday 12th October 2022. 

Coast & Heaths SDF  

Dedham Vale SDF 

 

Landscapes for Life Conference 

AONB staff and representatives of the AONB Partnerships met at the University of Lancaster 
for its first face to face conference since 2019. 

The conference had the theme of: The Nation’s Landscapes? Peoples and Places.  A range 
of excellent speakers challenged those present (and gave examples of solutions) on the 
themes set out in the Designated Landscapes Review written by Julian Glover. 

This included addressing the twin concerns of the nature and climate crisis, inclusive access 

and supporting local communities.  

Find Out More  

 

Lord Benyon returns as Parliamentary Undersecretary of State for 
AONBs 

 

The local AONBs and national network were delighted to see Lord Benyon reappointed to 
the role of Parliamentary Undersecretary of State with responsibilities for AONBs. 

Lord Benyon has previously acted as an advocate for AONBs.  This continuity will help 
ensure the speediest possible Government response to the Glover report on designated 

landscapes, including setting out any revised purpose and powers.  

 

The Landscape Lens photo post at Little Horkesley looking down the River Stour Valley 

https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=41b78b26ae&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=06dcb0de4d&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=df701c1dc9&e=a8661dd6f6


Landscape Lens launches in Dedham Vale 

We are pleased to officially announce the launch of our fixed-point photography project, 

Landscape Lens, which has been supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 

10 fixed-point photography posts have been installed throughout the Dedham Vale Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty to celebrate over half a century of the area’s protected 
designation and help people connect with these special landscapes. 

The project will also help us to track environmental changes over time, changes in bird 
populations, landscapes, and monitoring of invasive species – so your photos could make a 
real difference.  

Find Out More & View Locations  

 

Revised Beachwatch event at Gunton 

Join Greenprint Forum to carry out a marine litter survey and beach clean in support of the 

Marine Conservation Society's Great British Beach Clean. 

This is part of a nationwide call to positive action co-ordinated locally by the Coast & Heaths 
AONB team.  For the event at Gunton, meet at Dip Farm Car Park, Lowestoft, NR32 4LD at 
11:00am on Sunday 9th October.  

 

Find Out More  

 

Heritage Coast Review 2022 

Heritage Coasts are a landscape definition applied to the finest stretches of our most scenic 
and undeveloped coast.  There are 32 in England covering around a fifth of the coastline, 
including much of Suffolk Coast. 

Their objectives are to conserve, protect and enhance the natural beauty of the coasts; 
facilitate and enhance their enjoyment, understanding and appreciation by the public. 

Together with AONBs and National Parks they are part of our national network of England’s 
most valued landscapes.  

 

Read More  

 

Dark Skies in the Dedham Vale 

Marcia Brocklebank, from the Dedham Vale Society, gave an excellent presentation to the 
AONB Partnership that was relevant for both AONBs.  The inappropriate use of light can 
detract from the statutory purpose of AONBs. 

The team is working to produce guidelines for decision makers and developers to advise on 
minimising any negative impacts from new lighting.  

 

Read More  

 

https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=b79116bb87&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=a05d1d4563&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=47e24ae53c&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=be07154c7c&e=a8661dd6f6


 

 

Fen Bridge has been replaced 

Fen Bridge, which links Dedham and East Bergholt has been successfully replaced.  The 
installation of the new bridge was undertaken by cranes that lifted the 15.8 tonne, 24.2m 
long structure into place. 

Work will continue will until early October to ensure it is safe for public use.  The East 
Anglian Daily Times covered the story in more detail.  

 

Recognition of Farming in Protected Landscapes programme 

The Defra funded programme to support farmers delivering projects in the AONBs that:  

• Mitigate the impacts of climate change 

• Enhance nature 

• Improve public access 

• Create a sense of place 

has been praised by a Government minister in a letter to local Assessment Panel chairs. 

The letter included: I am grateful for the vital role that Local Assessment Panels play across 
all our Protected Landscapes to ensure that the programme is delivering worthwhile and 
ambitious projects.  

 

Find Out More  

 

Avian Flu 

Reports of wildlife suffering from Avian Flu on the Suffolk Coast have started appearing.  

Voluntary AONB wardens are collecting data. 

The Government published their Mitigation Strategy for Avian Flu in Wild Birds in England 
and Wales on 31st August 2022 which provides more advice.  

 

Read The Advice  

  

https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=92f7b2ae3c&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=92f7b2ae3c&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=3e495b5a61&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=dedd52f8c3&e=a8661dd6f6


AONB Team at Wrabness to meet residents 

The AONB team will be at Wrabness Village Hall on Monday 10th October. 

Between 1:00pm and 2:00pm staff will be on hand to discuss AONB issues.  You are most 
welcome to come and meet us. 

In addition to this email update, we also send out monthly email newsletters.  You can sign 
up to receive them in Coast & Heaths and Dedham Vale. 

Please forward this message to anyone who may be interested, or they can sign up to 
receive future latest news emails here. 

 

Follow the Coast & Heaths AONB on social media 

 

       

 

Follow the Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley on social media 

 

       

Follow the Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB on social media 

Our mailing address is: 

The AONB team 

Dock Lane 

Melton 

Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1PE  

United Kingdom 

 

https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=0d8df12344&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=cf15cf0e70&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=c7a794dbeb&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=6a73347383&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=19b2feeffe&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=de7a2694af&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=77a2730f94&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=ba6a357a28&e=a8661dd6f6
https://dedhamvalestourvalley.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bf64c55e637f3d0ecd52678e&id=88383582c8&e=a8661dd6f6

