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I’m delighted to say the Free Swims scheme for under-17s I introduced to Babergh last 
summer is continuing and will be available during this February half-term. If you have 
already registered then you can just g along to either Hadleigh or Kingfisher pools as below, 
if not go to the Abbeycroft Leisure website and sign up.  
 
One of the most rewarding things about living on the Shotley peninsula is the fabulous 
views provided by Mother Nature every day, no matter the weather. We are blessed with 
her amazing array of wildlife, birdlife and a wide variety of rare species of insects, flora and 
fauna. 
I consider myself very fortunate to represent the tip of the peninsula, which is part of the 
nationally recognised Suffolk Coast and Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, a body 
for which I’m Babergh’s representative. The work done by its chair David Wood and 
manager Simon Amstutz and his staff is incredibly important and recognised nationally. 
Ganges ward also has Sites of Scientific Interest, is a European-recognised Ramsar site, and 
has a zone owned and protected by the RSPB. We work closely with other expert bodies, 
not least Suffolk Wildlife Trust, the Bat Conservation Trust and Natural England. 
However, it is not enough for local authorities to sign up with all these bodies, then just pay 
lip service to the aims and ambitions. 
Collectively and individually councillors and officers have a duty to abide, not just to the 
letter of the law, but also heed the advice given by these groups and organisations’ 
dedicated experts. It is irresponsible for anyone to not only ignore advice then cause huge 
damage to sites teeming with birdlife and endangered species by masquerading under a 
community project, however laudable their original idea may be; then mislead the public 
with less than factual statements, after being challenged for causing environmental damage 
by destroying important scrub or woodland.   
Babergh recently adopted the Recreational Disturbance Avoidance and Mitigation Strategy 
(Rams), which collects payments from developers to ensure informative signage where 
necessary, wardens or rangers, and better manage car parking in certain areas. 
This includes educating ramblers, dog walkers and visitors to our beaches and marshes, to 
mitigate the unintentional harm, disruption and damage they may cause, especially those 
who allow their dogs off their lead to ‘playfully’ chase birds. 
Sorry if all that sounds a bit of a lecture but I have been appalled at the shameless 
behaviour of a parish council, and certain individuals of late. I’m also concerned that not 
enough respect is being shown to our woods, foreshores and special areas. That could be 
because we are not getting the message across effectively enough, something we need to 
work on. 
And I have not even started on sheep worrying or other aspects of the country code or hare-
coursing and fox hunting. More on that to come. 
If you witness any sort of ecological vandalism, suspected criminal activity around our 
countryside please contact Suffolk Police Rural Crimes team either on 101, or  
If you see a crime in progress please call 999. 
For more detailed information and useful advice please check out these websites: 
www.suffolkcoastandheaths.org 
www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org 
www.bats.org.uk 

http://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/
http://www.bats.org.uk/


www.babergh.gov.uk/environment/ 
 

Ipswich Town has joined our initiative at Babergh get more youngsters active, 

becoming the £80,000 Active Schools project’s first ambassador. 

Launched in July last year by in partnership with NHS West Suffolk and NHS Ipswich 
and East Suffolk clinical commissioning groups (CCGs) and supported by Active 

Suffolk; the three-year Active Schools project aims to increase the number of people 

taking part in sport and physical activity.  

As cabinet member, I welcome Ipswich Town’s support. This work with Active 
Schools to promote healthier habits and physical activity is an exciting and 
challenging initiative and it’s important we take crucial steps to promote healthy 
and happy communities for generations to come - the very same reason we’re 
investing more than £4m to modernise and extend our leisure facilities in 
Hadleigh and Sudbury.” 

Funded by an £80,000 investment – with £25,000 from each of the district councils and 

£15,000 from the two CCGs respectively, Active Schools will engage with 20 schools 
across Babergh and Mid Suffolk, with Active Suffolk already working closely with 15, 

and will soon include schools on the peninsula. 

The project aims to address the problem of obesity among schoolchildren through 

targeted support for schools, helping children live longer, happier and healthier lives, 

as well as reducing future healthcare costs and improving quality of life. 

With council tax increasing across the board, with parish district, county and the 

police, it is important we try and mitigate the effects. At Babergh we have managed to 

put together a fair and balanced budget, which means we have not had to cut any 

services and we can continue to support our communities. 

In addition we iare looking at introducing discounts to support ratepayers across the 

district. 

In the Queen’s Speech last December, the Government announced changes to some 

business rate discounts and proposed a new discount for pubs. 

Now Babergh District Councils’ cabinets are set to discuss proposals to ensure the 

councils are poised to provide a discretionary retail discount, local newspaper discount 

and pub discount to support ratepayers across the districts as quickly as possible. 

Contact details: If you have an issue you would like to discuss please 

contact: derek.davis@babergh.gov.uk or call 07548153784. My Facebook page is: Derek 

Davis-Your Independent Councillor 

 

http://www.babergh.gov.uk/environment/

