
Babergh District Councillor Derek Davis report to Shotley Parish Council September 19. 
 
I would like to start with great news about our efforts to keep our young people active 
throughout the summer holiday period. Our free swim initiative in conjunction with partner 
Abbeycroft Leisure was a huge success with 12% of youngsters in the district registering for 
free swims and nearly 5,000 free swims were enjoyed at Hadleigh and Sudbury in a six-week 
period. 
Babergh has also played an active role in promoting heathy activities for young and old alike 
on the Shotley peninsula and I’m sure you will have seen the leaflets in a multitude of 
locations in the village and beyond, highlighting the various activities on the peninsula, 
including walking trails in and around Shotley. My communities team worked closely with 
Shotley Open Spaces in putting these together and sourcing funding, for what I’m sure you 
will agree was an excellent ongoing project.  
It was my pleasure as Cabinet member to help launch the Sudbury Silk Festival, which I 
would highly recommend you visit, or at least watch the short film featuring the weavers 
and staff, past and present from the five mills that have produced silk for royalty at home 
and abroad. 
 
Gate Farm 
A planning enforcement officer visited the site two weeks ago and I can confirm the owners 
are undergoing the necessary actions to comply with the requirements as laid down by the 
Planning Inspector. The appeal by the owners is still going through the legal process and I 
will update ASAP.  
 
Trees For Life 
As part of our collective responsibility to do our bit for the environment, Babergh is looking 
to introduce a Trees For Life project. This will involve parents of every child born within the 
district being given a free tree sapling to plant as a gift to their baby. 
This is part of our endeavours to make Babergh carbon neutral by 2030, as outlined in the 
Climate policy passed at our full council meeting in July, which you can find on You Tube, 
along with all the other meetings, including planning committee and cabinet meeting, which 
are now live streamed for even greater transparency.  
 
Bin Collections 
I have raised concerns at Cabinet regarding the recent change and subsequent problems 
with our bin collections in the district and in particular our experiences in Ganges ward 
I also took it upon myself to organise a trip for residents to visit the waste to energy facility 
at Great Blakenham, which was a very interesting and informative visit.  
Meanwhile, I would like to thank all our residents for their patience and flexibility during the 
initial stages of our changes to the waste collection days. It is fair to say that, although the 
vast majority of bins were collected as planned on the new days (Tuesday or Thursday in 
Shotley, Wednesday in Erwarton) not everything went to plan. On behalf of Babergh I 
apologise to anyone inconvenienced or disrupted due to these initial teething problems. I 
took many calls and emails on this and understand your frustrations but also appreciate 
your understanding as we dealt with reports of missed bins. I would also add my thanks to 
the crews who worked in incredibly hot temperatures and difficult conditions to complete 
their routes and rectify any issues. 



The changes to dates is due to a large increase in new homes in the districts and the need to 
redesign routes.     
 
Shotley Success 
Babergh has its full council meeting on Tuesday (September 24) which you can watch live 
streamed on You Tube and I would urge you to watch as I will be making another good news 
announcement regarding Shotley, which is embargoed until Tuesday.   
 
Please note my new council contact number:  
If you have an issue you would like to discuss, please contact me at 
derek.davis@babergh.gov.uk or 07548153784. My Facebook page is: Derek Davis – 
independent Councillor 
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